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Snow 


By Norman C. Schlichter 


HE Lord is pure. His heart is white. 
He’s thinking of the earth tonight, 
And so He lets the snowflakes down 
In spotless whiteness on our town. 


And when I sweep them fast away 

With frosted brtath at break of day, 
“The Lord is pure,” I joyful say, 
Thankful in my inmost soul 

That He can make men clean and whole; 
That sins of scarlet hue may be, 

As white as snow through Calvary. 


bd 


The Inauguration 

Many aspects of the inauguration of 
President Eisenhower on January 20 are 
causes for profound thanksgiving to God, 
It was a day of triumph for the forces 
of righteousness in the United States. 
It is not necessarily a mark of special 
acumen to be able to pick flaws in the 
ceremony, and to point out things that 
might have been improved. For ex- 
ample, thoughtful Christians could not 
help noticing the omission of the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in the four 
prayers (except the word “Son” in the 
first) and the other parts of the cere- 
mony, and will wish that He had been 
acknowledged, since He is today the 
Mediator between God and man. But 


the springlike day, with its bright sun- 
shine, seemed like a sign of God’s good 
hand upon our nation at this time. With- 
out forgetting that dangers within and 
without threaten our land, and that 
national repentance is still needed, is 
it not well to be thankful for the en- 
couraging things that occurred during 
the impressive and moving ceremony? 
God and His Word were honored. Gen- 
eral Eisenhower, his family, and future 
Cabinet began the day by attending 
church, when Dr, Edward L, R, Elson 
prayed for the new President, and read 
these words from Solomon’s prayer in 
1. Kings 3 “Give therefore thy servant 
an understanding heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good 
and bad: for who is able to judge this 
thy so great a people?” When he took 
the oath President Eisenhower had his 
hand on the “George Washington Bible,” 
opened at Psalm 127:1: “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it: except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in 
vain”; and on his personal or “West 
Point Bible.” opened at 2 Chronicles 
7:14: “If my people, which are called 
by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn 








from their wicked ways: then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.” He did a new 
thing when, sincerely and courageously, 
he prayed publicly before beginning to 
speak His message set forth sound 
principles of freedom, justice, and right- 
eousness, and he urged “a conscious re- 
newal of faith in our country and in 
the watchfulness of a divine Providence.” 
What a sharp and refreshing contrast it 
all was to the rdness of heart, ruthless- 
ness, injustice, tyranny, and atheism of 
Communism! At a pre-inauguration 
Cabinet meeting in New York, General 
Eisenhower expressed their need of 


divine uidant nd called on the 
Secretary of Agriculture (who unfor- 
tunately is a Mormon) to pray. Whata 
wonderful thing it would be if all 


Cabinet meetings were opened with 
prayer! Let us continue to pray for 
President Eisenhower and his Cabinet, 
rememberin Paul's word, “I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men: for kings, 
and for all that are in authority; that 
we may! lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty” (1 Tim. 
1:1, 2). 
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Dr. Robert Dick Wilson on Isaiah 7:14 


WENTY-SIX years ago THE SUNDAY 

ScHoo.t Trmes (Feb. 12, 1927) pub- 

lished a leading editorial entitled, 
“Did Isaiah’s Word Mean ‘Virgin’?” It 
quoted extensively from a study by Dr. 
Robert Dick Wilson in the Princeton 
Theological Review (April, 1926) of the 
meaning of the Hebrew word ‘alma in 
Isaiah 7:}4. (This editorial was reprinted 
by request in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs, 
Aug. 31, 1946.) Now the widespread 
discussion stirfed up by the translation 
of this verse in the Revised Standard 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For Thou lightest up my 
lamp; the Lord my God makes 
my darkness to be bright” (Psa. 
18:28; Kay’s translation. Out 
of print.) 




















Version of the Bible seems to make it 
imperative to place in the hands of 
TIMES readers once again the main part 
of this scholarly article 

But, some will say, Who was Dr, Rob- 
ert Dick Wilson. and what right had he 
to speak with authority on the transla- 
tion of an Old Testament verse? The 
late Dr, Philip E. Howard, former Presi- 
dent of The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, knew him well, and he wrote the 
Foreword to Dr. Wilson’s booklet, “Is 
the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” first 
published by the Trmes in 1922, and re- 
printed in its ninth edition in 1948. From 
Dr, Howard’s Foreword the following 
is taken: 

“To him language was the gateway 
into alluring fields that drew him 
strongly. He prepared himself for col- 


lege in French, German, and Greek, 
learned Hebrew by himself, and took a 





102 (2) 


hundred dollar prize in Hebrew when 
he entered the seminary. 

“*But how did you ever do it?’ I asked. 
The professor’s eyes twinkled, and he 
smiled at my surprise. 

“*Well, you see,’ he replied, ‘I used 
my spare time, . . . So I learned Greek, 
Latin, French, German, Hebrew, Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Biblical Aramaic, 
Syriac, Arabic, and so on.’ ...., 

“Wh# Robert Dick Wilson then be- 
lieved, and now believes with all his 
heart is this: that textual and historical 
Biblical controversies should be taken 
out of the region of subjective personal 
opinion, into the region of objective, 
clearly attested fact. It was to this task 
that he set himself, and no labor was 
to be too long or too tedious or exacting 
to enable him to reach that goal. 

“He could not at that time learn 
Babylonian in America, so he went to 
Heidelberg, determined to learn every 
language that would enable him the bet- 
ter to understand the Scriptures, and to 
make his investigations in original docu- 
ments. 

“So to Babylonian he added Ethiopic, 
Phoenician, all the Aramaic dialects, and 
Egyptian, Coptic, Persian, and Arme- 
nian. He studied in Berlin’ with 
Schrader, who was Delitzsch’s teacher, 
called the father of Assyriology. He 
studied his Arabic and Syriac under 
Sachau, and Arabic under Jahn and Die- 
terichi; Hebrew under Dillmann and 
Strack, and Egyptian under Brugsch, He 
became conversant with some twenty- 
six languages in these years devoted to 
language acquisition... . 

“‘T’ve seen the day,’ he went on. ‘when 
I’ve just trembled at undertaking a new 
investigation, but I’ve gotten over that. 
I have come now to the conviction that 
no man knows enough to assail the truth- 
fulness of the Old Testament, Whenever 
there is sufficient documentary evidence 
to make an investigation, the statements 
of the Bible, in the original texts, have 
stood the test.’” 

In a Foreword written especially for 
the ninth edition of Dr. Wilson’s booklet, 
Dr. Allan A, MacRae, who studied un- 
der Dr. Wilson and who is now president 
of Faith Theological Seminary, Elkins 
Park, Pa., said: 

“Among the many things which he 
said to me in those last years, two ideas 
were often repeated. The first was: 
‘Build _ solidly. Prepare thoroughly. 
Never be satisfied with superficial an- 
swers. God’s Word can stand the most 
thorough investigation. Do not shirk the 
difficult problems, but seek to bring the 
facts to light, for God’s Word and God’s 
world will never contradict one another.’ 
The second great emphasis was on the 
importance of the Bible to all Christian 
teaching. Dr. Wilson believed, as Chris- 
tians have through the centuries, that 
the Bible is the foundation of Christian 
experience and Christian doctrine, and 
he considered that the greatest service 
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he could render the Christian world was 
in repelling attacks against the trust- 
worthiness of the Bible and showing that 
it constitutes a solid foundation for 
Christianity.” 

From this point on, this editorial now 
quotes verbatim from the article which 
was first published in THE SuNDay SCHOOL 
TIMES in 1927. 

Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, is the outstanding 
scholar of our day in the field of all the 
languages that are related to Bible his- 
tory. He recently published in the 
Princeton Theological Review (April 
1926) a special study of the meaning of 
the Hebrew word ‘alma in Isaiah 7:14, 
which in the Authorized and Revised 
versions is translated “virgin.” Professor 
Wilson explains that he has often been 
asked concerning the meaning of ‘alma, 
which is regarded as a very important 
question in view of the fact that the 
word is rendered in the Greek version of 
the Old Testament (the Septuagint) and 
is cited in Matthew 1:23, as parthenos, 
which in the Greek means what we 
mean in English by “virgin.” 

The difficulty is that some Biblical 
critics have maintained that ‘alma *in 
Isaiah 7:14 means “young married 
woman.” What then are the facts as 
ascertained by Professor Wilson in his 
special study of the language questions 
involved? 

He finds that the word ‘alma occurs 
from seven to nine times in the Old 
Testament. The reason he states the»oc- 
currences in this way is because in 1 
Chronicles 15:20, and in the heading of 
Psalm 46, where the plural is used, it is 
not certain that the singular is ‘alma. 
His nine instances _occur in Genesis 
24:43: Exodus 2:8: Proverbs 30:19: Song 
of Solomon 1:3; 6:7; 1 Chronicles 15:20; 
Isaiah 7:14; Psalm 46 (heading); 68:26. 

Professor Wilson then gives the words 
that are used in the various ancient ver- 
sions of the Scriptures to translate the 
Hebrew word ‘alma, He refers to such 
versions as the Septuagint, the Targum 
of Onkelos, the Targum of Pseudo-Jona- 
than, the Syriac Peshitto, Jerome’s ver- 
sion, the Coptic, the Armenian, the 
Ethiopic, the Arabic, the Samaritan, and 
others. 

Having set forth in detail the actual 
words used in these versions to translate 
the word ‘alma, he points out that this 
evidence shows that, for example, the 
Septuagint version of Isaiah 7:14 (made 
about 200 B.C.), Matthew 1:23 from the 
first century A.D., the Syriac Peshitto 
from the second century A.D., and Je- 
rome’s Latin Vulgate from about A.D. 
400, all render ‘alma by parthenos (vir- 
gin), or by its equivalents bethula and 
virgo. He also shows that the Septuagint 
translation of Genesis 24:43 renders 
‘alma by parthenos, and that Jerome 
renders this word by virgo, 

It is not possible in a brief article to 


(Continued on page 117) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Correcting the Story of a Hymn 


I am indebted to a long-time friend 
for sending me a copy of your Sep- 
tember 27, 1952. issue with the article 
on the hymin “Sometime We'll Under- 
stand,” which is quite incorrect as to 
its history. , 

It was written by my father, the 
Rev, Maxwell N. Cornelius, D.D., while 
pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in San Francisco and during 
a cCevastating epidemic of influenza 
and so many members of his congre- 
gation lost loved ones. He was accus- 
tomed to writing articles and sending 
them to the Presbyterian Banner, and 
as his name was “Cornelius” he signed 
them “Centurion.” 

When Major Whittle’s friend James 
McGranahan’s wife passed away, he 
sent him the poem and asked him to 
set it to music so it could comfort 
other sorrowing hearts. So it was pub- 
lished as “furnished by ‘El Nathan’ 
and music by James McGranahan.” 
My father was called to the pastorate 
of the Eastern Presbyterian Church in 
Washington City. Shortly after that 
he was at the piano in our home there, 
trying out different new or repub- 
lished hymns when, to his great sur- 
prise. he saw his own poem set to 
music! When one of his elders dis- 
covered it, he notified the publishers 
as well as “E] Nathan” and my father’s 
name was printed in the next edition. 

He never was a farmer, nor ever 
read the poem at my mother’s grave, 
or at any other one. He and my 
equally beloved mother were very 
young when married—while he was 
studying at the Allegheny Seminary. 
He held pastorates first in Oakdale, 
Pa., also in Altoona, then in Pasadena. 
Calif. He is listed in the Huntington 
Library as a gifted and deeply spir- 
itual young preacher and many of his 
sermon notes are there today. He 
wrote the sermons first in full. then 
reduced them to brief notes. which he 
took to the pulpit, but spoke extem- 
poraneously. He had a delightful per- 
sonality and was greatly beloved by 
all who knew him. The General As- 
sembly met in Washington City while 
he was there and he was urged to 
accept the office of Moderator: but he 
thought it was not best for the resi- 
dent minister to accept, but instead 
became Vice-Moderator and arranged 
committees as needed and was ably 
assisted by my beloved mother in all 
his work. The congregation having 
far exceeded the capacity of the 
church, plans were made for enlarge- 
ment of the whole plant and the cere- 
mony of laying the cornerstone had 
been carried out when my father was 
stricken with pneumonia and, despite 
every care by the doctors. he slipped 
away Home in his forty-ninth year. 

The dear wife and mother had passed 
away two vears before from one of 
the current epidemics. Both of them 
were privately opposed to the current 
custom of crepe on the door, so we 
substituted great bunches of violets 
and violet ribbon, which the minister 
officiating at my father’s service said 
reminded him of Dr. Cornelius’ smile. 
—Mrs. Carl Alexander Johnson, San 
Diego. . 

The Editors regret that an incorrect 
version of the story of the well-known 
(Continued on page 104) 
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|. How | Found the Messiah 


The testimony of a Hebrew Christian 


converted in Palestine 


WAS born in the old city of Jeru- 
salem on Christmas Day, 1905. 
When I was five years of age, my 
father died suddenly in his sleep. He 
was only twenty-five years old. He was 
a strong, pious, intelligeht young man. 
He was born in the old city of Jaffa in 
Palestine, and his father was born in 
Hebron, another ancient town in the 
Holy Land. My great grandfather came 
to Palestine from Germany. He was a 
rabbi of no mean reputation, and did 
much to stabilize the Jewish community 
in Jerusalem. He made several trips 
to Eurepe and America on behalf of the 
Jews of Jerusalem. 

My mother was born in Lodz, Poland, 
and came to Jerusalem in her teens. She 
was of a Hassidic family—a very re- 
ligious sect. On her father’s side, her 
ancestors were rabbis and merchants as 
far back as the fifteenth century. 


My Early Religious Training 

Unfortunately my parents were di- 
vorced when I was very young. My 
father kept me with him until his death 
Then my paternal grandparents kindly 
opened their home to They were 
gentle and pious and gave me good re- 
Grandpa led me to a 
school, and Grandma 
devoted herself to the development of 
my religious life at home. She delighted 
to tell me about the blessed Messiah 
who was to come, and of the wonderful 
things He would do for Israel and for 
the world. She planted in my heart a 
deep fear of God and a burning love 
for my people. She longed and prayed 
that her only grandson might become 
great in Israel, 

My grandparents’ home in Jerusalem 
was near the old city wall and the Zion 
Gate. Our home was not far from the 
Temple where King Solomon’s 
Temple was built many centuries ago, 
and where the Dome of the Rock now 
stands. 

My education began at the early age 
of three. I was taken to a religious 
kindergarten. Later I was taught by a 
rabbi in a Talmud Torah—a school in 
a district where there were only syna- 
gogsues and prayer rooms. Later still, I 
was taught the Pentateuch—the five 
Books of Moses—and the commentary of 
the famous Rashi. In this school, if we 
did not properly memorize the assigned 
portions, or listen attentively to what 
the rabbi was saying, we were given a 
severe whipping with leather straps, The 
rabbis of that school believed in adher- 
ing strictly to King Solomon's words in 
Proverbs 13:24: “He that spareth his 
rod hateth his son: but he that loveth 
him chasteneth him betimes.” 


me. 


ligious training. 
Jewish religious 


area 





By MOSHE IMMANUEL BEN-MAEIR 


This remarkable story came to the 
Editors through the kindness of Mr. 
George T. B. Davis, executive secre- 
tary of the Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns. As Times readers know, Mr. 
Davis has made several trips to Bible 
lands, and he is well acquainted with 
the writer of this testimony. It has 
been published as a booklet and may 
be secured at 5 cents a copy or 25 
copies for $1. Anyone ordering the 
booklets should state the number de- 
sired for Jews, and the number for 
Gentiles, as the booklets for Jews 
have Messianic prophecies at the end. 
Those who wish copies of the book- 
let, or who wish to send gifts for the 
distribution of New Testaments in 
many languages and complete Bibles 
in Hebrew, should send their orders 
and gifts directly to the Million Tes- 
taments Campaigns, 1505 Race St, 
Philadelphia 2. 








between the 
food became 


When war broke out 
Turks and the British, 
scarce, and I was sent to a famous or- 
phanage at Petach Tikvah. This colony 
or town is one of the oldest in Palestine. 


At that time I was nine or ten years 
old. The orphanage was orthodox, but 
not fanatically so. Here my nice side 
curls (a sign of my orthodox training) 
were cut off; and because of this I wept 
much. Instead of my caftan (“long 
coat”) and long trousers, I was given 


a tunic and shorts, and was modernized 
from head to foot, 

At length I ran away from the orphan- 
age and went to live with my mother 














Moshe Immanuel Ben-Maeir 


in Jaffa, and later in Jerusalem. In 1917 
a great event took place, which ushered 
in a new era in Palestine. General 
Allenby and the British forces were 
marching against Jerusalem, which was 
held by the Turks. The general sent 
his planes ahead of his army, and they 
circled over Jerusalem like giant birds 
of destruction. The Turkish soldiers 
were so frightened at seeing these planes 
that they fled from the city, leaving it 
entirely unprotected. So Jerusalem was 
captured without the firing of a single 
shot. It was a fulfillment of a prophecy 
uttered 2,500 years ago by the Prophet 
Isaiah, in which he said, “As birds flying. 
so will the Lord of hosts defend Jeru- 
salem; defending also he will deliver it: 
and passing over he will preserve it” 
(Isa, 31:5). 

I was fascinated with the British mili- 
tary camp and the life of the British 
soldiers. At last I ran away from home 
and entered the British camp outside of 
Jerusalem. I met a young British officer 
who took a liking to me and was very 
kind to me. He let me live with him 
as though I were his younger brother 
I was a kind of valet to him. He fixed 
up a uniform for me, gave me a shirt 
and underwear, and bought me shoes 
and other things. He also taught me 
English, so that in six months I had a 
working knowledge of the English lan- 
guage. 


Homesick and Repentant 


At this time I was about fourteen years 
of age, I spent some time also in the camps 
of the Australian, New Zealand, Scot- 
tish, and Jewish soldiers. In these camps 
I learned many things, both bad and 
good. I desecrated the holy Sabbath 
day, and ate “unclean” food. But sud- 
denly I became homesick. While in the 
hospital with malaria, I began to think 
of my mother and of my little sister and 
of the sorrow and anguish of heart that 
I had caused them. A deep conviction 
of sin came upon me, and I had to re- 
turn home, 

The joy of my home-coming was very 
great. They felt I had become a penitent 
boy, and that my repentance must be 
sincere. I must not miss the hour of 
public prayer. I must sanctify the Sab- 
bath day in accordance with all the 
laws invented by the rabbis. I must 
give myself to the study of the Torah 
and to fasting. 

I was now about fifteen years of age, 
and in another three years I must marry 
according to the customs of the Hassidic 
group to which my mother belonged. 
Further, every Jewish boy must learn 
a trade. So I was apprenticed in turn 
to a pharmacist, a merchant, a carpenter, 
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a smith, and a painter; and later I 
worked in a printing establishment. But 
I was not satisfied with any of these 
trades. When I was asked what I wanted 
to do in life, I replied, “I wish to be a 
rabbi.” This desire was evidently in- 
spired by remembering the ardent de- 
sire of my grandmother. I was then 
allowed to attend a higher Jewish re- 
ligious school, where I gave myself un- 
reservedly to the study of the Talmud 
and to other rabbinical subjects. 

At this time the economic situation in 
Palestine was very bad. The Turks 
were retreating before the British. As 
the Turks retreated, they stole whatever 
they could lay hands on, and often de- 
stroyed what they could not take with 
them. Nathan Straus and other Ameri- 
can Jews opened up relief centers and 
soup kitchens for the poor and distressed 
Jews. I went to live with my aunt in 
Jerusalem and continued my religious 
schooling in that city. My aunt was 
very poor and was a regular attendant 
at these soup kitchens. She also en- 
rolled my name. So each morning I 
took a pot to the kitchen and had it 
filled with soup for the day. 

One morning I beheld a strange sight. 
A group of Jewish boys were attacking 
a boy who was crying piteously. I went 
to the group to deliver the child. I was 
told that he was Meshumad (“apostate”) , 
and because of this he must be beaten 
until he would die. I delivered the child 
and took him to his home. I found that 
he was not really Jewish, but that his 
father had belonged to a curious sect in 
America called “the House of David.” 
The parents of the child were most 
grateful to me for rescuing their son. 
They asked me to stay with them, offer- 
ing me a room free of cost. As I was a 
financial burden to my aunt, I gratefully 
accepted their offer. Further, their house 
was in the heart of the Jewish district. 

In this home, to which I had been so 
providentially led, I found a book that 
was to change the entire course of my 
life. It was a Hebrew New Testament. 
I knew practically nothing of Christians 
and of New Testament Christianity. No 
real Christian had ever stopped to tell 
me the “good tidings of great joy.” 

I began to read this strange book from 
the beginning. I read about Yeshua 
Hamashiach, Son of David, Son of Abra- 
ham, followed by the genealogical table. 
It was all so strange to me that I could 
not make head or tail of it. This was 
the first time that I had ever held the 
New Testament in my hands. I read 
the first and second chapters of Mat- 
thew. But when I read, “He shall be 
called a Nazarene” (despised one), I 
threw the Book down in disgust, saying 
to myself, “No, thanks, not for me!” 

But the two chapters of the book that 
I had read refused to be forgotten. They 
rang in my ears day and night. The 
Hebrew words, “Yeshua Hamashiach, 
ben-David, ben-Abraham,” fastened 
themselves upon me, like a harpoon in 
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the back of a whale. I reasoned with 
myself: “Surely it cannot be that the 
Messiah has come! Had Messiah come, 
then Israel would have been freed from 
the yoke of the Goyim (“Gentiles”), and 
they would be dwelling each one under 
his own vine and fig tree. But, no, we 
are still in the lands of strangers, scat- 
tered throughout the whole world, with 
no leader, no temple, and no high priest.” 

But do or think what I wouid, the 
words continued to ring in my soul day 
and night: “Yeshua Hamashiach” (“Jesus, 
the Christ”), “ben-David, ben-Abraham!” 
I thought to myself, “My God, how can 
this despised Nazarene be our Messiah, 
when so many of our troubles have been 
caused by the people who call themselves 
by His name—by the Christians?” Like 
a panorama there passed through my 
mind the Inquisition. the suffering of the 
Jews of many lands at the hands of So- 
called believers in the Nazarene. But 
always the voice, “Yeshua Hamashiach, 
ben-David. ben-Abraham,” continued to 
ring in my heart and soul by day and 
by night. 

A strange force impelled me to pick 
up the New Testament again. This time 
my eyes caught the words: “Hu ba el 
Amo shelo, ubnei Amo lo kibluhu” (“He 
came unto his own people, and they did 
not receive him”) (John 1:11). As I 
read these words a blow struck me like 
that of a sledge hammer. Could it really 
be that Yeshua Hamashiach, ben-David, 
ben-Abraham came to our forefathers, 
and they did not receive Him? I was 
aghast at this thought! What foolishness 
it was for them not to receive Him, when 
we orthodox Jews are praying every day 
for the coming of the Messiah. He is 
the crown of our head, the glory of our 
eyes, the joy of our hearts, the source 
of our continued existence throughout 
the centuries in the face of the fire and 
sword. We have welcomed many false 
Messiahs, and have suffered severely be- 
cause of it. Could it be possible that the 
true Messiah came nineteen centuries 
ago, and was rejected? Could it be that 


,they killed their Messiah, as they killed 


many of the prophets and righteous men 
of old? 

In this mood I determined to study the 
person and character of Yeshua (“Jesus”) 
in the light of the Old Testament 
prophets. I did so, and came to the 
following conclusions: 

1. That Yeshua fits perfectly into 
the Messianic picture foretold by the 
prophets: 

2. That the Messiah really came, and 
that He was in truth rejected by His 
own people, 

3. That the Messiah was to .come 
twice: first, as the suffering Servant of 
Jehovah, to atone for the sins of His 
people, as the sacrificial Lamb; and, sec- 
ond, as the all-victorious King of Israel, 
and as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
to raise up the fallen Tabernacle of Da- 
vid. 

4. That the rabbinical Messiah, ben- 
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Yosef, the suffering One, and the rabbin- 
ical Messiah, ben-David, the reigning 
One, are but one person, Yeshua Ham- 
ashiach, Jesus, the Messiah. 

5. That most of the born-again Chris- 
tians love the Jews. 

6. That so-called “Christians” who 
hate and persecute the Jews, either are 
not real Christians, or are utterly blinded 
Christians. 

Through these researches into Mes- 
sianic prophecy I was intellectually con- 
vinced that Yeshua was and is the true 
Messiah of the Jews, and the Saviour of 
the world. But strangely enough .this 
great discovery of Jesus Christ as our 
true Messiah did not fill me with peace 
and joy. Instead, I was filled with gloom 
I had been convinced by God's Word 
that Jesus was the Messiah; but oh, I 
was only a tiny part of the millions of 
my people. How could I rejoice when 
most of my people were perishing be- 
cause they had rejected their Messiah? 
As I thought of this great black sin that 
stands between Israel and Jehovah-God, 
I was utterly cast down. I lost my appe- 
tite. My heart burned within me, as 
though a Spiritual fever was consuming 
me. I knew of no one to whom I could 
go to ask for help and counsél. 

Then suddenly it came into my heart 
to study the problem for myself in the 
Holy Scriptures. Why did I not think 
of this before? So I decided to study 
the Scriptures alone, unaided by rabbini- 
cal or other commentators. Then, as I dug 
deep into the Word of God, I came into 
the full light and glory of salvation. My 
Strivings ceased; the fog cleared away. 
I accepted the Lord, Yeshua Hamashiach, 
as my own personal Saviour—He. who 
offered Himself as the sacrifice for my 
sins. I put my trust in Him as the way 
and the door, to Jehovah, as the One 
who brought to me all the blessings of 
God’s grace. Then, and only then, my 
soul was flooded with lasting joy, and 
with a deep and settled peace, 

(To be continued) 
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Correcting the Story of a Hymn 
(Continued from second page) 


hymn was given in the Trmes, and they 
are glad to publish this letter from the 
daughter of the writer of the words, Dr. 
Ivan Hagedorn, who wrote the story for 
the Times, states that he obtained most 
of his information from the well-known 
volume by Ira D. Sankey, “My Life, and 
the Story of the Gospel Hymns,” pub- 
lished by Harper & Brothers in 1906-1907, 
The first verse and chorus of the hymn 
are as follows: , 
Not now, but in the coming years, 
It may be in the better land, 


We'll read the meaning of our tears, 
And there, some time, we'll understand. 


Then trust in God through all the days; 
Fear not, for He doth hold thy hand; 
Though dark thy way, still sing and 

praise, 
Some time, some time, we’ll understand, 
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V. How To Become Partakers of the Divine Nature 
The necessity for childlike faith 


N CONSIDERING vital necessities for 

Christian living, as you remember, we 
have already thought of: (1) true right- 
eousness, (2) repentance, (3) the new 
birth, and (4) spiritual nourishment. At 
this time we shall take up another of 
these essential things which we will call, 
“the necessity for childlike faith.” In 
Matthew 18:3 we find the following 
words: “Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” In 
these words again we are confronted 
with the conditions that the Lord lays 
down for entrance into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. They are conditions that in- 
volve a radical change, a change that 
is only brought into being by a super- 
natural work of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts, whereby a new life is trans- 
planted within, us and we become new 
creatures in Christ. In this verse just 
quoted, we have two very important 
statements as to (1) the nature of this 
radical change that must be wrought in 
the life of any man before he can be 
made aware of and obedient to the sov- 
ereign will of God in his own life, and 
(2) the result of that change as it is 
made manifest in his own nature. ‘ 

1. The nature of the change.—“Except 
ye be converted.” The word “converted” 
comes from a Greek word that means to 
“turn around.” To be converted there- 
fore means to be turned around, and 
thus to face in the opposite direction 
and, as a result, to travel in an opposite 
direction. Up until the moment conver- 
sion takes place, a man is traveling along 
the course decided upon by his own mind 
and what he considers to be his own 
welfare and interests. It is a course of 
life or action that takes him further 
and further away from God. His is a 
life in which the’ Word of God and the 
will of God have no real place—cer- 
tainly no place of prominence or honor. 
In the nature of the case, his life is a 
self-centered life, which, although it 
may be spent apparently very largely 
in the.interests of and on behalf of 
others, nevertheless at its core has the 
comfort, satisfaction, and well-being of 
self occupying the chief place. To be 
converted, therefore, means to have the 
whole life reoriented. It means that.the 
life is changed from being self-centered 
to becoming Christ-centered. The place 
formerly occupied by self and self-will 
now is that wherein the Lord Himself 
is enthroned as Lord of the life, and His 
will becomes the dominant. factor and 
the abiding motive, which governs every 
action and decision and finally colors 
every desire. It is the life for which 
the Lord Himself:set the perfect exam- 
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ple when He prayed in Gethsemane, 
“Not my will, but thine, be done.” 

When this fact of conversion takes 
place in a man’s life, he finds himself 
traveling in the very opposite direction 
to that along which he formerly went. 
Instead of going further and further 
away from God, he has now set his face 
toward God and is ever pressing on to 
draw nearer to Him, to have his life 
made more and more after the pattern 
that is well pleasing to God, and to have 
his own nature take on moré and more 
of the characteristics of the Lord Jesus 
Christ which alone are those that bring 
glory to God the Father, and which in 
turn become a source of inspiration and 
blessing to others. 

Let me say again, this “turn about” 
in direction is the result of an act of 
the Holy Spirit in a man’s life in co- 
operation with the change of his own 
will. Apart from the Spirit of God the 
human will is too weak and faltering to 
bring about such a radical change, and, 
in fact, the Apostle Paul makes it abun- 
dantly clear that, unless and until the 
Holy Spirit works in a man’s heart and 
awakens a hunger and a desire within 
him for the things of God, there will be 
no decision to make such a change that 
will produce such widespread results in 
every one of his interests and every 
phase of his life. 

2. The manifestation of the change. 
—“Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children.” As the result of be- 
ing converted we become as little chil- 
dren is what the Lord intimates in these 
words. What are the marks of little 
children to which He is referring. First, 
sincerity. A little child is always sin- 
cere. He has not learned at that early 
age to pretend to be what he is not and 
thus to give false values to himself and 
to create a false impression on others. 
Because of his sincerity, a little child is 
always quick to detect insincerity in 
others. Regardless of nice sounding 
phrases and inviting attitudes, if there 
is no love in the heart for children, the 
children themselves are the first ones 
to know it. The children in the home 
are always the first to realize and to 
react when there is strain and dishar- 
mony between their parents. In the same 
way also they are the first to realize 
when that disharmony has been put 
away and right relationships of love and 
trust have been established between 
their father and mother. Sincerity is 


one thing which the Lord lays down as 
an absolute condition of entrance into 
His Kingdom. It is a sad thing that 
there is so little of it today in men’s 
dealings with each other. 

The second mark of a little child is 
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his humility. He is always ready to face 
facts in regard to himself and not to seek 
to present himself as different and 
better than he really is. A little child 
is always ready to acknowledge his in- 
ability to do things that are above his 
power, or to understand things that are 
above his mentality. True humility be- 
fore God and a willingness to confess 
our helplessness and hopelessness, because 
of our sins and their power over us, are 
not come by easily, and it is just at this 
point that so many men are holding back 
and are refusing to bring themselves 
low before God in humility and confes- 
sion. So often, just because of that fact, 
God in His mercy has been forced to 
bring men down through sorrow, suffer- 
ing, and other means until they have 
reached the point where they are ready 
to make full confession of their needs 
and to be truly humble before Him. 
The third mark of a little child is his 
trusting faith, He is ready to accept 
and believe the words of older people 
at their face value and without ques- 
tioning. He will believe without de- 
manding an explanation as to the pos- 
sibility or by the reasonableness of the 
promise made or of the likelihood of his 
receiving the thing that is promised. A 
friend of mine used to say that she 
thought that the prayers of: little chil- 
dren so often went right into the pres- 
ence of God and brought down the an- 
swers because of the implicit faith with 
which they were uttered. That is the 
faith which God desires of each one of 
us, His children. It is the faith that 
glorifies Him and which opens the doors 
for Him to do great things and to grant 
the answers to the petitions offered to 
Him. It is the faith that accepts His 
promises and steps out on them, without 
doubting that God really means what He 
has said or is able to fulfill just what 
He has promised. It is the faith of a 
little child that goes all the way without 
reservations. “Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children”—that con- 
dition has kept out many people from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. What men 
call their self-respect, which in reality 
is their false pride and stubbornness, 
has thus far prevented many of them 
from accepting the offer of salvation by 
grace and the gift of eternal life that 
have been made available through the 
sacrifice of the eternal Son of God on 
the cross at Calvary. It is through sin- 
cere, humble, and trusting souls that the 
Lord’s will is fulfilled most directly, and 
it is also to such that He reveals Himself 
and makes His presence most real, 


Our God and Father, teach us, we 
pray, to become as little children. 
Lead us by Thy Holy Spirit to step 
out in faith on Thy promises with 
great expectations that Thou wilt do 
marvelous things through us to the 
glory of Thy holy name. We ask it 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen, 

(To be continued) 
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Notes on Matthew's Gospel 


M ATTHEW 5:10, 11.—Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake, . . . Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you . . . for my sake. 
Those who are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake, the Old Testament saints— 
Elijah hounded from place to place; Jere- 
miah put in underground dungeons; 
Isaiah sawn asunder; Zachariah stoned 
to death; John the Baptist, fearless 
preacher of righteousness, imprisoned 
and beheaded—these “enter the king- 
dom.” They are defenders of righteous 
causes, leaders of protesting minogities. 

Those who are reviled, persecuted, and 
lied about “for my sake” are in another 
category. They are the New Testament 
followers of Christ. They not only enter 
the Kingdom, but receive great reward 
in Heaven. Those who are least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven are greater than 
John the Baptist because of their rela- 
tionship to Christ. So great are they that 
whosoever shall give them a cup of 
water to drink “in my name,” because 
they belong to Christ, shall, said Jesus, 
with great emphasis, not lose his reward 
(Mark 9:41). 

Matthew 5:39-41.—The command in- 
cludes all a man has: 

Whosoever shall This implies attack 
smite thee on thy on our person. 
right cheek, turn to 
him the other also 
(v. 39). 

And if any man This implies attack 
will sue thee at the on our property. 
law and take away 
thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak also 
(v. 40). 

And whosoever This means attack 
shall compel thee to on our time. 
go a mile, go with 
him twain (v. 41). 

Matthew 5:45——That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in 
heaven. Rather, that ye may become 
(genesthe) the children of your Father, 
the spiritual children, not the fleshly 
ones. We cannot love our enemies and 
pray for our persecutors by our own 
natural strength. It is to “as many as 
received him” that power is given “to 
become the sons of God,” abounding in 
forgiveness and kindness. “Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48) 
requires the indwelling of the perfect 
Christ. Only then are we “children 
of the Highest” and not the calculating, 
mercenary sinners (Luke 6:32-35), who 
love those who love them, and do good 
to those who return the favor, and lend 
to those who will give as much in re- 
turn. 

Matthew 6:10.—Thy kingdom come. 
So earnest was the Jewish anticipation 
of the coming Kingdom that the rabbis 
used to say, “Any prayer which makes 
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not mention of the Kingdom is not a 
prayer at all.” 

In the close of the Lord’s Prayer we 
recognize an abbreviated form of the 
magnificent gloria of David in 1 Chron- 
icles 29:11: 

“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majesty: for all that is in 
the heaven and in the earth is thine; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou 
art exalted as head above all. 

“Both riches and honour come of thee, 
and thou reignest over all: and in thine 
hand is power and might; and in thine 
hand it is to make great and to give 
strength unto all. 

“Now therefore, our God, we thank 
thee, and praise thy glorious name.” 

Matthew 6:11.—Give us this day our 
daily bread. The word epiousios, our 
“daily” bread, has always been a puzzle 
to lexicographers. Origen, in A.D, 250, 
said no such word existed in the Greek 
language, and no one else, until lately, 
has been able to find an instance of its 
use in Greek literature. But the archae- 
ologists have found in the papyri a 
housekeeper’s book in which it does oc- 
cur in the meaning of daily allowance 
of food for laborers on an estate. Our 
daily bread is our daily ration. And we 
should remember that it is a ration for 
laborers, not shirkers. 

Matthew 6:12.——And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive [forgave] our 
debtors, that is, at the beginning of the 
seventh year when all debts were liqui- 
dated in Israel. 

Matthew 6:27.—Which of you by tak- 
ing thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? Which of you by taking thought 
can add to his period of life one span. 
If you cannot add a month to your life, 
why bother concerning food and cloth- 
ing for that month? 

Matthew 8:32.—And he said unto them, 
Go, No parleying! The demons were 
so fierce that no man (v. 28) might pass 
that way. But Jesus was no man, and 
the ferocious spirits knew it. When he 
said, “Go!” “they went.” 

This incident follows Jesus’ saying, 
“Foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). 
And these pathetic words in turn follow 
the inhospitable repulse by the Samari- 
tan villagers (Luke 9:53). As Son of 
man He humbled Himself below the 
birds and the foxes. As Son of God He 
was future judge. “Art thou come 
hither to torment us before the [fixed] 
time [kairon]?” (Matt, 5:29.) They went 
violently down a steep place, a precipice, 

(Continued on page 118) 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
for 1953 


NCE again it is a pleasure to an- 

nounce to Times readers and their 
friends that another Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour is being planned by The Sun- 
day School Times ‘Company and the 
Northern Pacific Railway. 

This fourteenth Christian Fellowship 
Tour will leave Chicago at 11 p.m. Mon- 
day, July 27, and return to Chicago on 
Tuesday, August 25. During the four 
weeks travelers will enjoy scenes of 
splendor and magnificence long to be 
remembered. Probably a greater vari- 
ety of interesting sights has been ar- 
ranged than ever before, yet there will 
be opportunity for rest and leisure. 

An attractive beginning for the Tour, 
which was established a few years ago. 
is the get-together dinner at the Mc- 
Cormick Y.W.C.A, in Chicago at 7 p.m. 
Monday, July 27. Here new friends are 
made, and the fravelers begin to antici- 
pate with delight the days that are ahead. 

The next day will be spent aboard a 
comfortable train through the lake 
region of Minnesota, the Red River Val- 
ley, where such great quantities of wheat 
are produced that the section has come 
to be known as the “Bread Basket of 
America”; through the Bad Lands of 
North Dakota to Billings, Mont., where 
motor busses take the party over the 

d Lodge Highroad, high in the 

ockies, to Yellowstone Park. Over two 
full days will be spent sightseeing in 
this wild, national park, with meals and 
overnight accommodations at the Canyon 
Hotel, Old Faithful Inn, and the Mam- 
moth Hot Springs Hotel. The sightseers 
will be taken by bus along the shores 
of Yellowstone Lake and across the Con- 
tinental Divide, with views of the Teton 
Mountains. There will be time for hik- 
ing amidst the great geysers and along 
the Yellowstone River. Then the party 
goes out through the Gardner Gate, en- 
training at Livingston, Mont., to continue 
the westward journey through the Amer- 
ican Rockies to Seattle, where the day 
(Sunday) is free for rest and worship. 

The tour proceeds to Victoria and Van- 
couver in British Columbia, where the 
group will embark on the steamship 
Chilcotin for the cruise northward. The 
steamer goes through the Inside Pas- 
sage, as far as Skagway, stopping at 
Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Sitka, Juneau, 
Butedale, Ocean Falls, and, if the tide 
permits, at Metlakatla. From Skagway 
there is a trip on the narrow-gauge rail- 
road to Lake Bennett, through mountain- 
ous ranges of rare grandeur. On the 
return trip, the Chilcotin will glide 
through Lynn Canal and the beautiful 
Gardner Canal, swinging northwestward 
for a time to the wild, magnificent 
Glacier Bay. 

After ten days on the fine luxury liner 
Chilcotin, chartered especially for this 


(Continued on page 123) 
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LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 22. HOW JESUS ANSWERED QUESTIONS 
Matthew 22:15-46; printed text, verses 15-22, 34-40 
Golden Text.—Never man spake like this man.— John 7:46 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt, 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how 
they might entangle him in his talk. 

16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the 
Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for 
any man: for thou regardest not the person of men. 

17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to 
give tribute unto Cesar, or not? 


22 When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and 
left him, and went their way. 

34 But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the 
Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 

35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, and saying, 

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 





18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why 


tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 


19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto 


him a penny. 


20 And he said unto them, Whose is this image and super- 


scription? 
21 They say unto him, Cesar’s. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
HREE groups of Jews, ordinarily 
antagonistic to each other, take 
part in this concerted attempt to 
trap Jesus in His speech. It is amazing 
how forces of evil can unite to make 
common front against God and His 
Christ, while the people of God find it 
so hard to stand together against the 
powers of darkness. If God were not 
omnipotent, His cause would be hopeless. 

The Pharisees were a sect who arose 
after the return from Babylon, with the 
worthy intention of preserving the Jew- 
ish faith from the pressures of foreign 
influences which tended to weaken its 
foundations. The movement, however. 
soon lost its vital character and became 
static. Jealousy for the purity of the 
faith degenerated into a _ punctilious 
legalism, and an insistence on “the tra- 
dition of the elders” rather than the 
basic teachings of the Law. The sect 
had become honeycombed with hypoc- 
risy, with an occasional member who 
towered above his fellows in a sincere 
search for the truth, 

The Herodians were more of a politi- 
cal party, who championed collaboration 
with the dominant Roman power and its 
representatives, the Herods. For this 
they were thoroughly hated by the 
Pharisees, who stood for resistance. 

The Sadducees were the rationalists of 
Jewry, and played down the supernatu- 
ral. Specifically they rejected the ideas 
of spirits, angels, and the Resurrection 
(Acts 23:8). They were in a sense the 
ruling party, as they held the office of 
high priest. They were of one mind with 


Then saith he unto them, 
Render therefore unto Czsar the things which are Cesar’s; 
and unto God the things that are God's, 


mind. 


38 This is the first and great commandment. 


prophets. 


39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 
40 On these two commandments hang al] the law and the 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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the Pharisees politically, but bitterly op- 
posed to them religiously. 

Thefact that these three groups made 
common cause against Jesus is evidence 
that they regarded Him as one to be 
reckoned with. He was no mere upstart 
rabbi gaining a rabble following that 
would soon melt away. He was touch- 
ing the very heart of Jewry and chal- 
lenging the whole nation. In this con- 
certed attack we can see how complete 
was Official Jewry’s rejection of the Lord 
Jesus, 


Verse by Verse 

Matt, 22:15.—“The Pharisees . . . took 
counsel how they might entangle him.” 
They were willing to stoop to any mean- 
ness that would enable them to frame a 
case against Him. 

Verse 16—“They sent out unto him 
their disciples with the Herodians.” It 
would be too glaring a collusion for the 
leaders of the Pharisees to accompany 
their political enemies, so they sent their 
junior members. Notice, too, the hypo- 
critical flattery of their address—all true, 
but not sincere, 

Verse 17.—“Is it lawful to give tribute 
unto Cesar, or not?” A subtle political 
question, whose answer was expected to 
involve a clash either with the patriotic 
Jews or with the Roman power, 

Verse 18—“Why tempt ye me, ye 
hypocrites?” Jesus saw the malice be- 
hind their flattery, and the purpose of 
their question. The word “tempt” here 
means “put to the test.” 

Verse 19.—“Shew me the tribute money 
...@ penny.” Notice, He asked His in- 
terrogators for the Roman coin, and 
their being able to produce it brought 
out the fact that they were using it, 


Verse 20.—‘Whose is this image and 
superscription?” Jews were using a coin 
whose ownership was doubly stamped 
upon it. The answer to their question 
was thus on the coin they carried, 

Verse 21.—“Render therefore unto 
Cesar the things which are Cesar’s; and 
unto God the things that are God’s.” 
This was not just an answer that evaded 
the trap set for Him, but it was a state- 
ment of high principle. God's people 
must submit to “the higher powers” as 
ordained of God (Rom, 13:1). That is 
part of our duty to God. Our supreme 
allegiance is to the throne of God, but 
within that allegiance there is room for 
every duty to men, 

Verse 22.—“They marvelled, and left 
him.” The answer was bound to com- 
mend itself to their reason and their 
conscience, but doubtless they were more 
chagrined than convinced. Their scheme 
had failed. 

Verses 23-33.—These verses contain the 
question of the Sadducees about resur- 
rection, and our Lord’s answer. Notice 
the present tense of verse 32, and how 
much Jesus hangs on it. 

Verse 34.—“The Pharisees . . . were 
gathered together.” Naturally, they had 
not identified themselves with the ration- 
alistic question of the Sadducees, and 
were happy enough to see their con- 
fusion, although one with them in the 
desire to confute Jesus, 

Verse 35.—“A lawyer .. tempting 
him.” This lawyer came with a test 
question, but a sincere one, which was 
earnestly disputed among them. True, 
he was an unbeliever, but see what Jesus 
says of him in Mark 12:34. 


Verse 36.—“Master, which is the great 
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commandment in the law?” The “great 
commandment” meant the one on which 
all the others hinged, a central and focal 
one which gave meaning to all the 
others. 

Verse 37.—“Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God.” He quoted Deuteronomy 6:5, 
not one of the Ten Commandments. Love, 
then, is the sum of the Law, and de- 
mands the consecration of all our facul- 
ties. 

Verse 38.—“This is the first and great 
commandment.” Not just one greater 
than the others, but the first principle 
from which all duty flows. 

Verse 39.—“And the second ,. . Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
Read “a second.” This is from Leviti- 
cus 19:18. This is not separate from the 
first, but a branch and expression of 
the first. See Luke 10: 25-37. 

Verse 40.—“On these two . . hang 
all the law.” See Romans 13:8-10, where 
our whole duty to man is seen to rest 
on love. The same principle holds in 
regard to our duty to God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

By this time the chief priests (who 
were of the sect of the Sadducees) and 
the Pharisees were thoroughly aroused 
against Jesus (Matt, 21:45, 46). Only 
their fear of public reaction restrained 
them from taking immediate action. 
They dared not risk that without having 
a foolproof case against Him. Their next 
step, then, was to find or frame such a 
case. If they could press or beguile 
Him into some statement that would kill 
His popularity with the people, or in- 
volve Him with the Roman power, they 
would have accomplished their purpose. 

The Pharisees launched the first at- 
tack, and approached Jesus with a politi- 
cal question, the legality of paying trib- 
ute to Caesar. In this they secured the 
co-operation of their political enemies, 
the Herodians, who also were interested 
in the question, but from the other side 
of the fence. If He answered, “No,” 
that would give them reason to report 
Him to the Roman powers for treason. 
If He answered, “Yes,” that would alien- 
ate all patriotic Jews, and kil] His'own 
claims to Messiahship. But truth is wiser 
than all human schemes. These men 
‘traded with Caesar’s money, accepted the 
benefits of Caesar’s government, so they 
must recognize his claim upon them. 
But above Caesar is God. Since all men 
share His bounty, all men are bound to 
acknowledge His right in them. These 
two are not contradictory. Our duty 
to men is part of our duty to God, and 
those who yield to God His due will be 
first in yielding to men their due. 

The second question, posed by the Sad- 
ducees, was doctrinal, expressed in the 
form of casuistry: what do you make 
of resurrection in such a case as this? 
To these rationalists, the supposed case 
of the woman who had been the wife suc- 
cessively of seven brothers was proof 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. (20) February 15.—Whose Is the 
Kingdom? Matthew 21:1 to 22:14 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. (22) March 1. — Jesus Condemns 
False Leadership. Matthew 22:34 to 23:39 








of the fallacy of the doctrine of resurrec- 
tion. To Jesus, it had no bearing on the 
subject (vs. 29, 30). He rested His case 
for resurrection on the Word of God to 
Moses (vs. 31, 32) at the burning bush 
(Exod. 3:6). 

The third question was on a much 
higher level, asked by a lawyer (called 
a scribe in Mark 12:28). It concerned 
the pivotal command of the Law. Jesus 
combined Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 
19:18 to give the twofold law of love— 
love to God and love to men. This not 
only embraces the whole Law, but lifts 
it from the plane of the letter, and makes 
it a matter of the heart. The thirteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians is just an 
enlargement of this statement, 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. A question of politics (Matt, 22: 15-22) 
2. A question of doctrine (vs, 23-33) 

3. A question of Law (vs, 34-40) 

4. The supreme question (vs, 41-46) 


Topics for Development 

Image and Superscription, Our Lord 
used the image and superscription on 
the Roman coin as an argument for 
Caesar’s right to that which was so 
marked as his. But how shall we know 
what is God's, that we may render it to 
Him? If only we had eyes to see, every- 
thing we have bears the image and 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
page three groups of Jews took part 
in the questioning of Jesus? 


2. Why does it seem strange to have 
the Pharisees and the Herodians working 
together? 

3. To what party did the chief priests 
belong? 

4. How did the Jews expect to trap 
Jesus with the question about the 
tribute? 

5. On what did Jesus base His answer 
to the question of the tribute? 

6. What was the doctrinal. position of 
the Sadducees? 


7. What form did the question of the 
Sadducees take? 


8. What did Jesus say about the resur- 
rection state? 


9. What is the sum of the whole Law? 


10. How is the second commandment 
(Matt, 22:39) related to the first (v. 37)? 


(Answers on page 114) 
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superscription of God, marking it as His, 
Our ownership is not absolute, but is 
a trust. Even Caesar is only the steward 
of God. “All things come of thee, and 
of thine own have we given thee,” said 
David in connection with the offering 
for the Temple. Let us only recognize 
that, and we shall give God His due; 
and those who do so will be first to give 
all men their due, 

In particular, the image and super- 
scription of God is upon every man. He 
so created us, and however marred the 
image, and however nearly obliterated 
the superscription, they cannot be erased. 
Conscience, will, moral judgments, per- 
sonality itself declare that we were made 
in His image, and for Him. We owe our- 
selves to God. and every man who with- 
holds himself ‘rom God is a robber, and 
is living in high treason against his 
maker, 

Still more particularly, the image and 
superscription of God are upon every be- 
liever. We have “put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created him” (Col. 
3:10). Again, God has put upon us a 
special mark of ownership. 

“They that have my Spirit, 

These,” saith He, “are mine.” 
See 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. Then con- 
sider whether the obligation does not 
rest very heavily upon us to give our 
own selves wholly and completely. to 
the Lord. “Render . ,. . unto God the 
things that are God's.” 


Personal Applications 

Either you accept the truth, or you 
become its enemy. 

If the people of God would close ranks 
as do the forces of evil, we should see 
far greater victories for the Gospel. 

If you are robbing Caesar, it is a fair 
indication that you are also robbing God. 
Remember this the next time you make 
out your income tax return. 

Heaven is not’a mere extension of the 
earthly scene (v, 30). 

Law loses its legalism when it rests on 
love, 


Golden Text 

John 7:46.—“Never man spake like this 
man.” The wisdom of our Lord’s words 
lies in the fact that He dealt in ultimate 
truth, not in passing expedients, He who 
is the Truth speaks truth. That is why 
He and His words are the rock founda- 
tion upon which alone we can safely 
build (Matt, 7:24-27). 

ELMHurstT, ILL, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 

















Lesson for February 22 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEestep HYMNS 


“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our loving Heavenly Father, Thy love 
for us is too wonderful for us to under- 
stand or appreciate as we ought. That 
Thou shouldest love us despite our in- 
gratitude, despite all our disobedience, 
and that Thou shouldest give Thy Son 
to save us from our sin is wonderful in- 
deed. May it move us to love and serve 
Thee with all our heart. Forgive us 
our wandering, our failure to do the good 
we should, our un-Christlike motives, 
attitude, speech, and conduct. Cleanse us 
and make us what we ought to be in 
heart and life. Bless Thy Word to us 
and to all who hear it today. Where 
ignorance and superstition reign and sin 
enslaves, do Thy enlightening and liber- 
ating work, O Lord. Where sickness, 
poverty, strife. and sorrow oppress, there 
give such easing of life’s burdens as 
Thou canst rightly give. And where evil 
reigns, displace it with Thy rule. We 
ask these things in our Saviour’s name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The first of all the 
commandments is, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God,” and it is to be a love 
into which we put our all. Heathen peo- 
ple, however, do not love their gods. 
They cannot, for they dread them. Their 
religion is chiefly aimed at warding off 
the evil they fear their gods may do to 
them. No one could love what the 
heathen take to be their gods. But any- 
one should be able to love the true and 
living God. once he knows what He is 
like. And what God is like is seen by 
studying the character of Jesus Christ, 
who said, “He that hath seen me hath 
Seen the Father.” In Christ there is 
nothing unjust. unkind, or unlovely. He 
is the altogether lovely one, and so is 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Yet, strange to say, though ours is not 
a heathen land, many fail to love God. 
You see. to love God you must know Him 
as your own Heavenly Father. The com- 
mandment calls Him “the Lord thy God.” 
You are not likely to love Him till you 
can call] Him yours, Sin, however, makes 
us hold off from God. We know it dis- 
pleases Him, and while we keep on with 
our sin we do not want to think of God 
or have ought to do with Him. But 
sooner or later we find ourselves in a 
spot where only God can help us. So 
the best thing to do is to’ turn from our 
sin and take Christ as our Saviour with- 
out delay. Then we shall be forgiven 
and born into God’s family and be able 
truly to call Him our Father and love 


Him as we ought. 


In ancient Rome one of the emperors 
celebrated a great victory riding in state 
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through the city. At one point a boy 
tried to make his way to the chariot 
of the emperor only to be brushed back 
by a soldier, who said, “That is the Em- 
peror, you cannot go there.” The boy 
replied, “He is your Emperor, but he is 
my father.” While we knowsGod only 
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as the great ruler and judge of all, we 
fear Him but find it hard to love Him. 
But when we enjoy His pardon and be- 
long to His family, we love Him as our 
Father in Heaven and delight to serve 
Him. 
Caucary, AtTA., CaN, 
We 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Took counsel how they might en- 
tangle him in his talk” (Matt. 22:15).— 
What a motive with which to come into 
the presence of the Lord Jesus! Evan- 
gelist Luke tells us that “the scribes and 
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the Pharisees began to urge him ve- 
hemently, and to provoke him to speak 
of many things: laying wait for him, 
and seeking to catch something out of 
his mouth, that they might accuse him” 
(Luke 11:53). Such language makes me 
think of the action of mountain lions. 
They pick such a spot as a flat-surfaced 
rock where they can stretch out full 
length, unobserved, to watch for a pass- 
ing fawn or deer, then pounce unmerci- 
fully upon it and kill it. 

The memory text in connection with 
this lesson says, “Never man spake like 
this man.” How true—not only from the 
standpoint of eloquence, but also from 
that of subject matter; for He said, “I 
will utter things which have been kept 
secret from the foundation of the world” 
(Matt, 13:35). But the revelation of 
truth for truth’s sake did not interest 
these scribes and Pharisees. They wanted 
Him to contradict Himself or say some- 
thing which would conflict with the Law 
of Moses, 

To this day, it is a trick of public 
speakers, leaders, politicians, and the 
like, to provoké their opponents to speak 
on many subjects in an attempt to seize 
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on a statement or two which could be 
used to discredit them. While President 
Eisenhower was a presidential candidate, 
he was urged by his opponent to express 
himself on foreign policy, on Korea, on 
the Taft-Hartley law, and so forth, to 
see if he would say something that could 
be used against him. 


“Master, we know that thou art true” 
(Matt. 22:16).—If they meant what they 
said about the Lord’s being true and 
that He taught the way of God in truth 
and regarded not the person of men, 
they were responsible to believe what 
He said about Himself, His mission, and 
what He said about their hypocrisy. 
Why seek to entangle Him in His talk 
if they truly held Him in such high 
esteem? 

These Herodians were like present-day 
characters with whom some of us are 
acquainted, When speaking of a person 
with whose views they disagree, they 
will start with a eulogy—‘“He’s a gen- 
tleman, a splendid character, a gener- 
ous soul, conscientious, well-meaning, 
and all that, but—” and then will follow 
a belittling, a condemning, if not an 
actual tirade against the man! 


“Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Cesar, or not?” (Matt. 22:17.)—That was 
a vexing question. They must have lis- 
tened breathlessly for His answer. They 
may even have given knowing winks to 
each other. Now, if He would only say 
something against that practice. or some- 
thing derogatory about Caesar, they 
would have that which they craved— 
something with which to accuse Him to 
the Romans, 

When He answered: “Render there- 
fore unto Cesar the things which are 
Czsar’s; and unto God the things that 
are God's,” they “marvelled, and left 
him, and went their way.” That an- 
swer satisfied them of the hapelessness 
of entangling Him in His talk. 

In my own mind I am wondering if 
they didn’t make some such application 
as this: “Our coins are stamped with 
the image of Caesar, and man, originally, 
was made in the image and likeness of 
God (Gen. 1:26). If, therefore, we are 
going to render unto God the things 
which are God’s, we must render our- 
selves to Him.” Not willing tq do that, 
they “left him, and went their way.” 

For the Christian’s responsibility 
toward the powers that be, see Romans 
13: 1-7, 

A section of the West Virginia school- 
attendance law requires all children to 
be immunized against diphtheria, ty- 
phoid, and smallpox before they can 
attend classes. When health officers vis- 
ited a certain elementary school, an 
eight-year-old boy refused to take the 
shots because his father told him not to. 

The father was served with a warrant 
charging. him with violating the law. 
The father said he would go to jail be- 
fore paying a fine. “This is a test of 


faith,” he said. “Even to submit to the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








payment of one dollar would mean that 
I had lost my faith in God.” If God 
commanded, “Thou shalt not have thy 
son immunized,” we could understand 
the father’s objection. But God has 
nowhere said such a thing, hence we are 
at a loss to understand how the incident 
is a test of his faith, 

“Master, which is the great command- 
ment?” (Matt. 22:36.)—Dr, Lindsay says: 
“The Jews divided the Pentateuch into 
613 precepts; 365 prohibitions, as many 
as there are days in the year; and 228 
commandments, as many as there are 
parts in the body. They distinguished 
between greater and lesser, and had 
many disputes about the greatest. Among 
the greater commandments, they reck- 
oned Sabbath observance, circumcision, 
rules of sacrifice and offerings, and rules 
about fringes and phylacteries.” 

Evidently the lawyer thought the Lord 
would never answer such a question sat- 
isfactorily. But He who is wisdom per- 
sonified did answer it in such a way as 
to cause the lawyer to exclaim, “Well, 
Master, thou hast said the truth” (Mark 
12:32). 

To “love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind” is certainly the great com- 
mandment. And the second undoubtedly 
is: “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” 

Well does C. H. Spurgeon ask: “Who 
can render to God this perfect love? 
None of our fallen race. Salvation by 
the works of the law is clearly an im- 
possibility, for we cannot obey even the 
first commandment. There is one who has 
obeyed it, and the righteousness of God 
is reckoned as the righteousness of all 
who trust Him. Being free from legal 
condemnation, they seek ever after to 
obey this great and first commandment 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, who 
dwells in them.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, these self-righteous 

Pharisees in their smug complacency 
went into a huddle to plan “how they 
might entangle him [Jesus] in his talk.” 
Single wing to the left, they would snap 
the ball and go right through the line. 
Little did they know how good He would 
be on the defensive. That word “en- 
tangle” is used only this once in all the 
Bible. It means “to ensnare.” Foolish 
Pharisees, to think they could ensnare 
Jesus in His statements! His statements 


“were clear.and compelling. 


On the great day of the feast Jesus was 
in the Temple and taught the people 
with such evident authority that they 
began asking among themselves if this 
might be the Christ whom they were 
expecting. He spoke of His Father's 
having sent Him. The rumor reached 
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the Pharisees and the chief priests, and 
they immediately sent officers to arrest 
Jesus and bring Him before them for 
questioning. The officers went to the 
Temple and stood in the crowd where 
they were listening to the great Master. 
They were overawed by .His matchless 
words. When they returned without 
Jesus, the Pharisees and chief priests 
exclaimed, “Why have ye not brought 
him? The officers answered, Never man 
spake like this man.” That was all the 
excuse they offered. 

The Pharisees wanted to cause Jesus 
to say something publicly, by which 
they could either charge Him before the 
Roman governor with rebellion, or be- 
fore the Sanhedrin with blasphemy. So 
they concocted what they thought was 
a very clever scheme. They would come 
upon Him in the crowd and would ask 
Him, “Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Czsar, or not?” If He said, “Yes,” they 
would bring charges before the Sanhe- 
drin. If He said “No,” they would bring 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





How JESUS ANSWERED QUESTIONS 
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Lesson for February 22 


Him before the governor upon a charge 
of insurrection. In either case, convic- 
tion would bring down the sentence of 
death. And when you read this record 
in Matthew 22:15-22 (which be sure to 
do), notice how foxy they were in their 
approach (this was going to be a killer!): 
they said, “Master” (it was sickening to 
them to call Him Master, but they would 
forestall any suspicion that they were 
coming with anything but the best of 
intentions; they little knew that Jesus 
could read their inmost thoughts), “Mas- 
ter, we know that thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
carest thou for any man: for thou re- 
gardest not the person of men. Tell us 
therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it 
lawful to give tribute unto Cesar, or 
not? 

“But Jesus perceived their wickedness, 
and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypo- 
crites? Show me the tribute money. 
And they brought unto him a penny. 
And he said unto them, Whose is this 
image and superscription? They say 
unto him, Cesar’s. Then saith he unto 
them, Render therefore unto Cesar the 
things which are Cezsar’s; and unto God 
the things that are God’s. When they 
had heard these words, they marvelled, 
and left him, and went their way.” Well, 
I reckon they did! They had not a leg 
left to stand on. 

Fellows, this is what I want you to 
think of: No human mind can success- 
fully oppose the mind of God. Anyone 
who tries it Will trip and fall sooner or 
later. The mind of God, the decrees of 
God, are expressed in the Bible. His 
Word, and in Jesus Christ, “the express 
image of his person” (Heb, 1:3). Jesus 
is the Word, Himself. “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was 
made. In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1:1-4), 

Pity those who are ever so foolish as 
to oppose or to turn their backs upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Fontana Dam, N, C, 
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My Class of Girls 
~ By Vivian D. Gunderson 
ANSWERS—PLuUS 
ATERIALS needed: black, red, and 
white paper. Pattern for open 
Bible, scissors and paste, pencils and 
notebooks, 

Our lesson today is on questions and 
answers. Matthew is full of these. Last 
night I counted about one hundred ques- 
tions in the Book of Matthew! This is 


up to, and including, today’s lesson. Jesus 
was aSked many questions, and He Him- 
self asked many of others. But every ques- 
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tion He asked taught some truth which 
the people needed to learn. 

Matthew 21 and 22 record the ques- 
tions that brought things to a climax 
and made the Jews afraid to ask Jesus 
anything more. 

Before we go into the question re- 
corded in Matthew 22, look back at the 
demand the Jews made of Jesus in Mat- 
thew 21:23: “By what authority doest 
thou these things? and who gave thee 
this authority?” 

By thus challenging Jesus, the chief 
priests assumed that they had authority 
to pronounce on His claims. 

Jesus answered their question by ask- 
ing them one. “The baptism of John, 
whence was it? from heaven, or of men?” 

If they had said, “From heaven,” they 
would have answered their own question, 
For John had borne record that Jesus 
was the Messiah, the Son of God. But 
the chief priests did not want to admit 
this, so they replied, “We cannot tell.” 

They had advanced on Jesus demand- 
ing His credentials, but now had to ad- 
mit that they were unable to pass on 
the credentials of His forerunner. How 
foolish they must have seemed to the 
people who were listening! 

This only made them more angry, and 
they determined to think up some ques- 
tion which would catch Him. In fact, 
they were so eager to do this that they 
even made friends with the Herodians 
to get their help. The Pharisees hated 
the Roman rule, whereas the Herodians 
profited by it, so they were enemies. But 
the Pharisees’ hatred of Jesus was so 
great that they were willing to join 
hands with their enemies if only they 
could entangle Him in His words, 

Read Matthew 22:15-27. These evil 
men started out with flattery. Some- 
times people speak unguardedly after 
they have been flattered. But not the 
holy Son of God. And this was a splen- 
did question from the viewpoint of 
Jesus’ enemies. For if He said they 
should pay tribute to Rome, it would 
immediately make Him most unpopular 
with the Jewish people who were long- 
ing for deliverance from the Roman 
yoke. On the other hand, if He should 
say not to pay tribute to Caesar, they 
could inform the police against Him. 
With what fiendish delight they must 
have listened for His answer! In the 
next four verses we see His matchless 
wisdom. He not only answered their 
question in a way that could cause no 
trouble, but He also taught them they 
should fulfill their duty to the govern- 
ment and also to God. This last should 
have reached their consciences, for they 
were not rendering to God the things 
which were God’s. Read verse 22 and 
see the effect this had on these collabo- 
rating enemies, 

The very same day the Sadducees 
came to Him with a question. Read 
verses 23 to 28. This is a most unlikely 
story, but they told it to make the Resur- 
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rection appear impossible. What were 
the two things Jesus said were wrong 
with the Sadducees? (v, 29.) (They did 
not know the Scriptures nor the power 
of God.) 

Now read verses 30 to 32. Verse 31 
contains a striking question: “Have ye 
not read that which was spoken unto 
you by God?” It was to Moses that God 
said, “I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
Yet Jesus said to these Pharisees, “Have 
ye not read that which was spoken unto 
you by God?” The Bible is God’s mes- 
sage to us. Do we read it every day, 
or will we hear the Lord say those 
solemn words to us some day? 

How were the listeners affected this 
time? (v. 33.) 

Now one more Pharisee, a lawyer, tried 
to tempt Him with a question. Read 
verses 34 to 40 and see how wonderfully 
our Lord answered this also. Notice 
how each time Jesus gave the required 
reply, and then said something directed 
to the conscience of the questioner. 

Jesus closed the day’s discussion by 
asking the Pharisees a question which 
brought out the glorious fact of His deity. 
But they would not even try to answer 
it. However, from that day forth no 
one dared to ask Him any questions with 
the purpose of trying to confound Him. 
They had found out that it was impos- 
sible to do that, for He always answered 
with infinite wisdom. Besides that, He 
was apt to ask them questions which 
they either could not or did not wish 
to answer 

Do notice the great contrast between 
the Jewish leaders and the Lord Jesus 
They pretended to be able to decide if 
Christ had the right to teach or to per- 
form miracles, yet they could not judge 
anything aright. On the other hand, 
the Lord’s wisdom and judgment are 
evident in every department of knowl- 
edge. His answer to the question about 
the tribute money showed His complete 
understanding of man’s duty to earthly 
governments as well as his duty to God. 
His answer to the Sadducees proved His 
perfect knowledge of the future life, 
and that to the lawyer showed His in- 
comparable understanding of the whole 
duty of man. 

What matchless wisdom and under- 
standing He showed on every occasion! 
“O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God!” (Rom, 
11:33.) By His infinitely wise answers 
our Lord Jesus Christ once more proved 
that He was God. And we can bring 
all our problems to Him, too. He will 
solve every one, and at the same time 
He will teach us lessons which will bless 
us even in the present life. 

In your notebooks write, “Matthew 22.” 
Below that write, “Jesus Confounds His 
Questioners.” Then make a picture of 
an open Bible and underneath copy 
verses 37 to 40. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 


trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Rowund 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

Let It Out.—Never man spake like this 
man (John 7:46, Golden Text). A young 
man was attacking the Bible. Seeing a 
smile on the face of a man near him, 
he asked, “Can you defend the Bible?” 
The answer was: “Defend it, sir? The 
Bible is like a lion. Let it out, sir—let 
it out—it can defend itself..—From the 
Buffalo Evening News. Sent by'Josephine 
A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N, Y. 


How To Give a Good Testimony.— 
Then went the Pharisees, and took coun- 
sel how they might entangle him in his 
talk (Matt, 22:15). A boy, twelve years 
old, was the important witness in a law 
suit. One of the lawyers, after cross- 
questioning him severely, said, “Your 
father has been telling you how to tes- 


hasn't he?” “Yes,” said the boy. 
“just tell us how 


tify, 
“Now,” said the lawye: 


your father told you to testify.” “Well!” 
said the boy modestly, “Father told me 
the lawyers would try to tangle me in 


my testimony: but if I would just be 
careful and tell the truth, I could tell 
the same thing every time.”—From the 
Vermont Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


An Accurate Portrait.—But Jesus per- 
ceived their wickedness (Matt. 22:18) 
A prominent photographer of Milw 
Wis., says that there are actually few 
beautiful women or handsome men in 
the world. It takes a good photographer, 
by careful lighting and posing, to make 
almost any human face attractive, he 
contends. “It is interesting to see the 
number of persons who do not know 
that they have a crooked nosé, one eye 
Smaller, or a lopsided face, or 
other fault,” this authority said, and he 
added: “When people look into a mirror 
they usually are combing their hair, 
shaving, or otherwise in motion, Motion 
is the great deceiver, and when in mo- 
tion the faults are minimized. It is when 
the face is stationary, as in a photograph, 
that the faults become apparent.” The 
Lord has taken a life-sized photograph, 
so to speak, of man in his natural con- 
dition. He shows it in Romans 3:9-18. 
We have not yet heard of a person who 
called it beautiful, but we have heard of 
some who said it was not a true picture 
of them. We must not blame God's 
camera. It is perfect. How true, as 
this man says, that “motion is a great 
deceiver.” Sinners are so busy doing 
this and that, going hither and yon, 


some 


seeking to establish their own righteous- 
ness. 


They do not care to stop and look 
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intently at the photograph taken of them. 
—From Tom, M, Olson, in Now. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Withholding God’s Portion Creates 
Withholding Taxes.—Render therefore 
unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s, 
and unto God the things that are God’s 
(Matt, 22:21) In the fourth century, 
Augustine, in a sermon, said: “Our fore- 
fathers abounded in plenty because they 
gave God the tithe and to Caesar trib- 
ute. But now, because our devotion has 
receded, the imposition of taxes has ad- 
vanced. We are unwilling to share with 
God, giving Him the tenth, and now, be- 
hold , the taxgatherer takes from 
us that which God receives not.” His- 
tory repeats itself! And Christians cry 
out against taxes! Twenty-five cents 
out of every dollar we earn today goes 
for one tax or another, most of which 
past wars, and in preparation 
against the possibility of war, while we 
give four-tenths of one per cent for the 
salvation of mankind. We groan under 
the burden of Caesar’s tax because we 
re unwilling to “render unto God the 
things that are God’s..—From John E. 
Simpson, in United Presbyterian. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


is for 


What He Valued Most.—Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
(Matt, 22:37). A Netherlands school- 
master. brought before the inquisitors, 
was tortured upon the rack. One said 
to him, “For the sake of your wife and 
children give up your religion.” His 
answer was memorable: “If this globe 
were gold and all the stars were pearls, 
and all were mine, gladly would I give 
them all to have my wife and children 
with me. Having them I would be con- 
tent, though all my life were spent in 
prison. But not for gold, nor pearls, nor 
wife. nor child will I give up my re- 
ligion, for I love God more than all.”— 
From “Pure Religion,” by the Rev. W. L 
Mackenzie. Sent by J. A, Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 

The Greatest Sin.—This is the first 
and great commandment (Matt. 22:38). 
Dr. Torrey was once talking to a young 
man who said he was a Christian, but 
who had never heard of the need of 
being born again. “My friend.” said Dr. 
Torrey, “do you know you have commit- 
ted the greatest sin a man can commit?” 
“No, I never did in my life. I have been 
very carefully reared. My life has been 
a most exemplary one. I never com- 
mitted the greatest sin a man can com- 
mit—never!” “What do you think is the 
greatest sin a man can commit?” “Why, 
murder, of course.” Dr, Torrey had him 
read Matthew 22:37, 38. “Which com- 
mandment does Jesus say that is?” “The 
first and great commandment.” “If this 
is the first and great commandment, 
what is the first and great sin?” “Not 
to keep this commandment.” “Have you 
kept it? Have you put God first in 
everything—God first in business, poli- 
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tics, pleasure, study, everything: loving 
Him with all your heart, soul, and 
mind?” “No, sir, I have not.” “What 
have you done then?” “I have broken 
the first and greatest of God’s command- 
ments. I have committed the greatest 
sin a man can commit, but I never saw 
it before in my life.’—Condensed from 
the Church Herald. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Richmond, Kans, 


A Doctor’s Choice—Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself (Matt. 22:39). 
Our missionaries come nearer to carry- 
ing out this command than any other 
class. Dr. William Wallace, Southern 
Baptist missionary to China, is a con- 
crete example. He loved the Chinese 
people and gave his life for them. He 
could have left Wuchow when the Com- 
munists came, as so many others did, 
but he refused to leave his hospital and 
the patients. The Communists impris- 
oned him, tortured him, and later put 
him to death. When Dr, M. T. Rankin. 
executive secretary of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, later 
visited some of the mission fields, a Chi- 
nese gentleman told him that the Com- 
munists had not made much headway in 
Wuchow and attributed this to the mem- 
ory of Dr. Wallace. He said that other 
missionaries had had to leave them, but 
Dr. Wallace was still there—Various 
sources, Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Hard Question (Matt. 22:15-22) 

ESS than a week to the cross! The 

last Sunday has come, (Write “Sun- 
day” in the scrapbook under the chapter 
number and use a picture of the Trium- 
phal Entry to start review of Matthew 
21. Perhaps you will need to remind 
the children that to the Jews Sunday 
was like our Monday, not the Sabbath.) 
Monday He was busy in the Temple 
(Write “Monday,” and use a picture of 
cleansing the Temple, also one of the 
children singing hosannas, if available.) 
It takes the rest of this chapter and four 
more to tell about Tuesday! (Write 
“Tuesday,” and use pictures for the fig 
tree, and the two parables, if pictures 
can be found. Otherwise, use pictures 
of any leafy tree, a father and son, and 
of violence.) 

Have you been like the boys? Maybe 
you say, when Mother calls, “Yes, I’m 
coming,” but you don’t come, at least 
not for half an hour. Did you ever feel 
sorry afterward for saying, “I won't’? 
And how about getting rough and hurt- 
ing others of God’s workers, even though 
you cali them your enemies? We have 
been working in a vineyard, too, God’s 
vineyard, raising bunches of grapes. 
(Refer to the posters used to record 
work on the memory passages.) Have 
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you done your part? Are you like one 
of the boys in the story? “Do that which 
is right and good in the sight of the 
Lord” (Deut, 6:18, Memory Verse). 

Does your father complain about the 
taxes he has to pay? In the Lord Jesus’ 
time, the grumbling was even worse! 
The taxes went to a hated government 
which had conquered them—as if, Say, 
your father had to pay taxes to the 
Communists. The Pharisees, who hated 
the Lord Jesus and wanted to get even 
for His stories that showed how bad 
they were. fixed up a question they 
thought would get the Lord into trouble 
—sure! “Is it right to pay taxes to 
Cesar?” If He said “Yes,” the people 
would turn against Him, those folks who 
had been cheering the hosannas so en- 
thusiastically two days ago because they 
believed He was the Messiah King who 
would free them from Caesar so they 
would not have to pay taxes. If He said 
“No.” they would report Him to the 
authorities as stirring up the people not 
to pay their taxes 

It was a hard, tricky question. Either 
way, the Lord would be in trouble. But 
they didn’t foo] Him one bit! “Let’s see 
the tax money,” He said. Someone 
brought out a coin. (Show a modern 
coin with a head on it.) Pointing to the 
head on it, He asked, “Whose head is 
that?” “Caesar's,” they answered. “Whose 
name is that?” “Caesar's.” “Return it 
to Caesar then’—and don’t forget—“God 
has given you things, too, you should 
return to Him.” 

Would the Lord expect us to pay taxes 
to our government? Let’s look at our 
coin and see to whom it belongs—United 
States of America. So many things our 
government gives us: money to _ use, 
roads to ride over, mailmen to bring our 
mail, laws to keep our food from being 
poisoned, soldiers to protect us. What 
has God given us? Life, time, love, care, 
the Lord Jesus our Saviour, everything 
in the world, and Heaven besides, 

You don’t pay taxes yet, unless through 
sales tax or on entertainments, but do 
you pay back something to God through 
church and Sunday school and missions 
—a tenth? God has given us the Bible. 
Are you paying back on that by reading 
it and learning it? This week if you 
read chapter 22 of Matthew, you will 
find another story Jesus told, three 
“catch” questions the Jews asked Him, 
and a question He asked them that “shut 
them up.” 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE day when the Lord Jesus lived, 

there were two groups of people who 
did not like each other at all. They 
were the Herodians and the Pharisees. 
Let’s say those words together so that 
we may be able to remember them. What 
were the names of the two groups which 
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did not like each other? . . . Now Say 
them again. There was, however, one 
thing about which the Herodians and 
Pharisees agreed, and that was that they 
both hated the dear Lord Jesus, the Son 
of God. Always they were trying to 
find something wrong that He said or 
did, for they wanted to kill Him. Im- 
agine that! 

Together the Herodians and Pharisees 
came to the Lord Jesus with a question 
they had prepared—one which they were 
sure would get Him into trouble. They 
said, “Teacher, we know that you are in 
the habit of telling the truth and of 
teaching the way of God in honesty, and 
you do not care what anyone says, for 
you are not partial. So give us your 
opinion on the question: Is it right to 
pay Caesar the poll-tax, or not?” (Wil- 
liams Translation.) Oh, how nice they 
were at the very beginning! What kind 
words they said! But the Lord Jesus 
Christ knew what they were thinking, 
and He knew that while they appeared 
to be friendly, away down deep inside 
they did not mean the lovely words 
that they said, and that is why, when 
He answered them, He called them 
“hypocrites,” for a hypocrite isgne who 
says one thing but means something else. 

The question was, as far as the Hero- 
dians and Pharisees could determine, a 
very hard one to answer. Both of these 
Jewish groups hated to have to pay taxes 
to Rome, as they were required to do. 
In fact, the Pharisees would not even 
carry Roman money. They said that be- 
cause Caesar’s picture was on the coins, 
it was idolatry to carry them. The Hero- 
dians and Pharisees knew that if the 
Lord Jesus said that it was right to pay 
taxes to Caesar in Rome, the Jewish peo- 
ple would not be so willing to follow 
Him as they had been. But if He said 
that they should not pay their taxes, 
then they would charge Him for not 
obeying the laws of the land. Oh, it 
was a tricky question all right! But 
there is nothing, nothing at all that is 
too hard for God the Son (Jer, 32:17). 

The Lord Jesus answered their ques- 
tion at once by saying, “Why are you 
testing me so, you hypocrites? Show 
me a poll-tax coin.” He Himself prob- 
ably had no money, and the Pharisees 
would not carry the Roman money, re- 
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member; perhaps one of the Herodians, 
or someone in the crowd who gathered 
to listen to what was going on, had a 
coin. When it was handed to’Him, the 
Lord Jesus must have held it so that 
everyone could see it, and He called, 
“Whose picture and title is this?” The 
people knew the answer, of course. 
“Caesar's.” they replied. 

Then the Lord Jesus said to them, 
“Pay Cesar, therefore, what be- 
longs to Cesar, and pay God what be- 
longs to God.” Not only did He answer 
the Hegodians and Pharisees, but He said 
something that day that was meant for 
every person who has ever lived since 
then. Men and women and boys and 
girls are to obey the laws of the land 
in which they live. That is very im- 
portant. But what is even more im- 
portant is that each one must give God 
what is due Him, 

What do Christians owe to God? Many 
things. Especially does He want our 
bodies (Rom, 12:1). That is, He wants 
us to live (with His help, remember) 
holy lives—doing the things which 
please Him; not doing the things that 
displease Him. He wants our minds, too 
(Rom, 12:2), so that we will think things 
that honor Him. He wants our time, as 
well as our lives and our minds. We 
owe God thanks for giving us life and 
health and food. We owe God part of 
the money that is ours (one penny out 
of every ten pennies that we have really 
belongs to God, and we should be sure 
to give it to Him). As we give our 
money to God, it helps others to hear 
about the Lord Jesus Christ, and they, 
too, can come to know Him as their 
Saviour. These are some of the things 
that the Christian owes God. 

The person who is not a Christian owes 
God something, too. He owes his heart 
to Him. Giving time, or money, or 
thanksgiving to God is of no use at all 
until first of all we give Him our hearts. 
And you can do that this very minute! 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 108) 


1. Pharisees, Herodians, and Sad- 
ducees. 

2. Because they were political enemies, 
the Pharisees being strong nationalists, 
and the Herodians collaborationists, 

3. The Sadducees, 

4. The answer, “Yes,” would lose Him 
popular support and be a denial of His 
Messiahship; the answer, “No,” would 
bring a charge of treason against Rome. 

5. The image and superscription of 
Caesar on the Roman tribute money, ~ 

6. They were rationalists—denying the 
Resurrection and the existence of angels 
and spirits. 

7. The form of casuistry—imagining a 
case and making a test of it (Matt, 22: 
25-28). 
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8. It is not an extension of the present 
state. In particular, there is no sexual 
activity (v. 30). 

9. Love (Rom, 13:8-10). 


10. It issues from it as a necessary con- 
sequence. See 1 John 4:20, 21, 
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Children at Home 
Abdul Finds a New Home 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


T WAS suppertime in Abdul’s Hima- 

layan mountain home. Abdul fanned 
the wood in the fireplace until the flames 
came. He wanted to make the ungreased 
griddle good and hot so the bread would 
bake fast and puff out nicely. 

“Grandmother,” he asked, 
bread ready to bake?” 

“All ready,” said his grandmother, 
Zainab Bibi. “I kneaded the dough well, 
and now I am making the flat cakes. 
But you, Abdul, will have to do the bak- 
ing. My eyes—” Zainab Bibi sighed 
deeply. 

“Yes, yes, I know. Never mind, Grand- 
mother, I’ll manage.” 

“Of what use am I? Just an old 
woman I am, whose eyes are getting 
blinder every day. No longer can I tend 
the fire or cook. No longer can I see 
the dear face of my little grandson, the 
comfort of my old age. Ai, life is bitter 
for the old!” 

“No, no, Grandmother,” said Abdul, 
“don’t talk that way. You can Still 
knead the bread, and tell me how to 
cook. And now that I have neither 
father nor mother, what kind of home 
would I have without you? You are a 
mother to me.” 

“True; and you are a son to me. But 
these eyes!” 

Abdul was quieter than usual as he 
ate his supper. 

“You are very quiet,” said Zainab 
Bibi. “Is something wrong? Perhaps 
there is a little too much salt in the 
bread.” 

“No, the bread is good. I have just 
been thinking. You remember, Grand- 
mother, when my father was shot by 
his enemy—” 

“As if I, his mother, could forget! This 
business of blood-feuds in these moun- 
tains!” 

“Do you remember,” Abdul went on, 
“how Mohammed Ali, he who travels 
back and forth with the caravans, 
wanted to take my father to some place 
of healing he knew about?” 

“Yes, I remember,” Zainab Bibl said, 
“but, alas, your father died before they 
could get started.” ’ 

“Well, I remember Mohammed Ali 
used to tell about what wonderful things 
were done in that house of mercy, how 
the sick were healed, the lame made to 
walk, the blind to see—” 

“How could such a thing be?” asked 


“is the 
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Zainab Bibi. “When once the curtain 
has fallen over old eyes, how can it again 
be lifted?” 

“T don’t know, Grandmother, but Mo- 
hammed Ali said it was so. I'll ask 
him.” 

“At any rate,” asked Zainab Bibi, 
“what is that to me? That house of 
miracles is very far from here. How 
could a blind woman get there?” 

“If she had strong legs. she could 
walk,” answered Abdul, “There is noth- 
ing wrong with your legs, is there?” 

“My legs.are strong. They have not 
gone up and down these rough mountain 
paths for nothing. But my eyes! Child, 
I cannot see the paths now, nor would 
I know where to go, to reach this place 
of which Mohammed Ali speaks.” 

“I cculd be your eyes, Grandmother. 
Even as I guide you now, with one end 
of a stick in your hand, the other end 
in mine, so could I be eyes for you. 
I will talk to Mohammed Ali.” 

“May the blessing of the Prophet be 
on you,” said Abdul’s grandmother. “If 
the curtain could be lifted from my old 
eyes, never again would I forget to pray 
five times a day, as every true Moham- 
medan should do. Also I should keep 
the fast faithfully.” 

When Abdul asked Mohammed Ali 
about the faraway hospital, he said, 
“Yes, the hospital is a long journey away, 
but I have rugs and blankets ready to 
sell, and soon I shall join others to go 
down into the very city where the hos- 
pital is.” 
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“And my grandmother and I could go 
with you?” asked Abdul. 

“If your grandmother can make the 
trip, yes. Sometime we might make a 
place for her with the rugs, on a camel’s 
back. How about your own legs? Could 
they keep up to mine?” 

“You'll see!” answered Abdul. He ran 
to tell his grandmother the good news. 

It was indeed a long, long journey, 
down stony mountain paths, through 
dark nights and hot, sunny days, Zainab 
Bibi and Abdul were glad to hear Mo- 
hammed Ali say at last, “Here we are. 
This is the city of the» house of miracles. 
Just ask anyone the way. Everyone 
knows where the hospital is.” 

Everyone did seem to know where the 
hospital was, and soon Abdul and his 
grandmother found themselves talking 
with the doctor they had come to see, 

“Can you li‘t the curtain from the eyes 
of the blind?” asked Zainab Bibi. 

The doctor smiled. “Sometimes,” he 
said, 

“IT have come, then,” said Zainab, “for 
you to make my eyes see again.” 

“We'll do what we can,” promised the 
doctor. “It is God who helps us make 
the blind to see.” 

“Certainly. Only God can do miracles 
—and His Prophet Mohammed.” 

“We do not worship the prophet Mo- 
hammed as you do,” said the doctor. 
“We worship the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
in your book, the Koran, is called the 
Prophet Isa. It is in His name that all 
the work of this hospital is done.” 

After the operation, Zainab Bibi had 
to lie quietly for a long time, her eyes 
well bandaged. Abdul would tell her 
the stories he had heard the evangelist 
tell. about the Great Physician who had 
opened the eyes of many blind, and had 
even healed lepers. 

It was a great day for both Zainab 
Bibi and Abdul when the bandages were 
finally taken off, and it was found Zainab 
Bibi would see again. 

“It is a miracle!” she said. 
Allah!” 

“One of these days you can go back 
home,” said the doctor, 

By this time, however, Zainab Bibi 
was not quite sure she wanted to leave 
the hospital. “Why should I go back to 
the mountains?” she asked Abdul. “There 
the cold makes my old bones ache, and 
there is nothing but feuding and killing. 
I am tired of the talk of killing. Here 
it is peaceful, and the talk is the talk 
of love and mercy.” 

“True,” agreed Abdul. “I have been 
listening to the man who reads from a 
Book, and to the others who tell about the 
Prophet Isa. They say He is more than 
a prophet, that He died on the cross for 
all sinners, I do not understand it all, 
but I know these people are kind, and 
they say it is because they are trying 
to be like Jesus.” 

Zainab nodded. “The doctor says God 
loves, us, and that is why He sent the 
Lord Jesus, His Son, to show us His 
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love. He says God the Father loves us 
all, even the old ones whose hair is 
white.” 

“Yes, and the little children, too,’ 
Abdul. 

When the doctor heard that Zainab 
Bibi did not want to go home, he asked, 
“Grandmother, would you like to stay 
here and help cook for the hospital peo- 
ple’ 

“Why not?” replied Zainab Bibi. “Now 
I can knead the bread and bake it as 
well. I can be useful again!” 

“And, Abdul,” continued the doctor, 
“would you like to stay here and go to 
school?” 

Wouldn’t he! Abdul’s eyes danced. 
“Then I could learn more about the one 
you call Christ Jesus, couldn't I?” he 
asked. “Perhaps I’d learn so much I 
could be a doctor, too, some day.” 

“Perhaps you might,” replied the doc- 
tor, smiling. 

New WILMINGTON, Pa, 
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S. Hugh Paine 


N FRIDAY, January 9, S. Hugh Paine, 

father of Dr. Stephen Paine, presi- 
dent of Houghton College, was called 
Home to be with his Lord. He had suf- 
fered a coronary thrombosis at his home 
the previous Thursday. Funeral serv- 
ices were held in the Wesleyan Church 
in Houghton, N. Y., on Monday, Jan- 
uary 12, 

Mr. Paine was proprietor of the S. 
Hugh Paine Advertising Service and pre- 
pared advertising for a number of Chris- 
tian organizations that use the columns 
of THe SunpAy ScHoot Times, He was 
also active in Sunday school work and 
in the Gideons, 

Surviving him are his widow, the for- 
mer Wilfrieda Fischer, and three daugh- 
ters and seven sons, 


, 


said 
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Dr. Robert Dick Wilson 


(Continued from second page) 


note all the details of Professor Wilson's 
findings. He follows his usual method of 
ransacking the languages for all in- 
stances that could throw any light upon 
the problem. What he is after is to ascer- 
tain whether there is any evidence to 
show that the word ‘alma ever did mean 
“young married woman.” And here are 
some of his conclusions: 

None of the ancient languages or ver- 
sions gives any evidenee to show that 
‘alma ever meant “a young married 
woman.” 

There seems no doubt that bethula is 
the specific and unambiguous word for 
“virgin.” 

An ‘alma must have been presumed to 
be a “virgin,” since it is never defined 
by bethula, 

Since the Septuagint (Greek transla- 
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tion of the Old Testament) was made in 
the case of Genesis 280 B.C., and in the 
case of Isaiah 200 B.C., it is to be pre- 
sumed that their rendering of ‘alma by 
parthenos (virgin) in Genesis 24:43 and 
Isaiah 7:14 was in their minds a justifi- 
able rendering. So far as we have any 
evidence, the citation of Isaiah 7:14 in 
Matthew 1:23 is thus justified by the 
Jewish interpretation up to the time 
when Matthew was written. 

Since the Peshitto Syriac version of 
the Old Testament was probably made 
by Jews, their rendering of the word 
‘alma by bethula in Isaiah 7:14 must 
have been considered proper even as 
late as the second century A.D. 

Jerome, who studied Hebrew under the 
Jewish rabbis of his time (about A.D. 
400), still thought it possible to render 
‘alma by virgo in Genesis 24:43 and 
Isaiah 7: 14, 

Since Aquila, Theodotian, and Sym- 
machus were al] probably renegades 
from Christianity and Jewish proselytes, 
their rendering of ‘alma in Isaiah 7:14 
by neanis (young woman) instead of 
parthenos is easily understood, 

The rendering ‘ulemta of the Targum 
for Isaiah 7:14 cannot possibly argue in 
favor of the meaning “young married 
woman” in view of the following facts: 

(1) ‘Alma in the Old Testament never 
has this meaning elsewhere. 

(2) ‘Ulemta translates not merely 
‘alma but also na‘ara, yalda, and bethula, 
none of which means “young married 
woman.” 

(3) ‘Ulemta is used of Rebecca when 
she came to the well and met Eliezer: of 
Miriam when she was set to watch the 
infant Moses; of the 400 virgins of Ja- 
besh-gilead (Judges 21:12); of Esther 
and the other virgins who were selected 
for the choice of Xerxes as wife. 

The feminine noun is not found in the 
Koran; but the masculine is used of the 
as yet unborn Isaac and John the Baptist, 
and of Jesus the son of the virgin Mary, 
of Joseph in the pit, and of two young 
men who are expressly said to have been 
killed before they had reached the age 
of puberty. 

All the versions using the Greek par- 
thenos—Coptic, Armenian, Ethiopic, 
Harklensian, Syriac, and Arabic—render 
the word in both Isaiah 7:14 and Mat- 
thew 1:23 by the best word for “virgin” 
which they possess, 

Two final conclusions from the evi- 
dence seem clear: first, that ‘alma, so 
far as known, never meant “young ntar- 
ried woman”; and second, since the pre- 
sumption in common law and usage was 
and is that every ‘alma is virgin and vir- 
tuous until she is proved not to be, we 
have the right to assume that Rebecca 
and the ‘alma of Isaiah 7:14 and all other 
‘almas were virgin, until and unless it 
Shall be proved that they were not. If 
Isaiah 7:14 is a prediction of the con- 
ception of Christ, and if the events re- 
corded in Matthew F 18-25 and Luke 
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1: 26-38 are true and the Holy Spirit of 
God really overshadowed the virgin 
Mary, all difficulties are cleared away. 
The language itself is not the difficulty. 
The great and only difficulty lies in dis- 
belief in predictive prophecy, and in the 
almighty power of God; or in the desire 
to throw discredit upon the divine Son- 
ship of Jesus, 


Dr. Robert Dick Wilson's booklet, “Is the 
Higher Criticism Scholarly?” may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 


13th St., Philadelphia 5, for 25 cents. 
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Notes on Matthew's Gospel 
(Continued from page 106) 


prefiguration of their future fate when 
ordered into the pit. 

Matthew 9:9.—And he arose, and fol- 
lowed him. Matthew’s call is preceded by 
six miracles. The seventh is Matthew's 
conversion, as if it were the acme of the 
series. Our Lord healed a leper, and 
the centurion’s servant, and the fevered 
mother of Peter. He stilled the roaring 
Sea of Galilee, and exorcised evil spirits. 
Then He called to Himself Matthew, that 
hated Jewish turncoat, who had gone 
over to the Romans, expatriated himself, 
become a despised taxgatherer. Truly 
it was miracle of miracles, 

Matthew puts himself after Thomas in 
the apostolic list (Matt, 10:3); in Mark 
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and Luke his name is placed before 
Thomas. In Matthew’s list he is called 
“Matthew the publican” as Judas is char- 
acterized “who also betrayed him”; in 
the lists of Mark and Luke this appel- 
lation is not added to Matthew’s name. 

In Luke's version of the Sermon on the 
Mount (Luke 6:32, 34) we read, “For 
sinners also love those that love them. 

. For sinners also do even the same. 

For sinners aiso lend to sinners, 

to receive as much again.” In Mat- 

thew’s version the word “publican” ap- 

pears instead of “sinner.” “Do not the 

publicans the same? . Do not even 
the publicans so?” 

Matthew classifies publicans not only 
with sinners but with the most unsavory 
sinners as “publicans and the harlots” 
(Matt. 21:31, 32) and (in Matt. 18:17), 
“Let him be unto you as an heathen and 
a publican.” Such phrases in the mouth 
of Christ would strike the publican- 
evangelist with greater force than they 
would others and may account for their 
appearance in his Gospel alone. 

In the account of the dinner that Mat- 
thew gave after his conversion, Matthew 
and Mark use the phrase “at meat”: 
Luke, “a great feast.” Matthew men- 
tions it as an ordinary meal and does 
not ascribe it to himself at all. It was 
given “in the house.” But Mark says 
“in his house”; and Luke, “made him a 
great feast in'his own house.” Luke 
lets out the whole story, noting that “he 
forsook all.” Of this last Matthew says 
nothing (Matt. 9:10; Mark 2:15; Luke 
§:29). 

Matthew came out of wealth and sta- 
tion, the only one of the apostles of 
whom this could be said, but he seems 
to have been the humblest of all, not 
participating in the contests for prece- 
dence which marked other disciples. 
This Christian humility is brought out 
in Eugéne Burnand’s great pictures of 
the apostles. In “The High Priestly 
Prayer of John 17” (Lausanne Museum) 
Matthew’s face is hid, the only one so. 
In “The Saturday After the Crucifixion,” 
also by Burnand, the face of Matthew, 
clean-shaven as befitted a Roman official, 
is barely discernible in the background. 

These little eliminations of self in his 
narrative help, as internal evidence, to 


confirm Matthew’s authorship of the 
Gospel. ; 

Matthew 9:20.—A woman which was 
diseased , touched the hem of his 
garment, The Law said (Num. 5:2), 


“Command the children of Israel that 
they put out of camp every leper, and 
every one that hath an issue, and who- 
soever is defiled by the dead: both male 
and female Necessary hygiene 
in the camp of the Exodus. In Christ’s 
time, lepers fled from any rabbi seen in 
the way. The rabbis forbade any to 
salute a leper; they must keep at least 
four cubits from well persons, and an 
hundred if the wind blew from their 
direction. Rabbis boasted of stoning 
lepers. They would not even buy an 
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egg in a street where a leper lived. They 
forbade lepers to wash their faces, for 
mourners must carry unshaven faces. 

Into this society of hard-hearts came 
the Saviour. “Behold a man full of 
leprosy: who seeing Jesus, fell on his 
face, and besought him, saying. Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst‘ make me clean. 
And he put forth his hand, and touched 
him, saying, I will: be thou clean” (Luke 
5:12, 13). 

“A woman, which was diseased with an 
issue of blood twelve years came behind 
him, and touched the hem of his gar- 
ment ... Jesus ... said, Daughter, be 
of good comfort.” The trepidation of 
the woman and her clandestine move- 
ment, as well as the encouraging words 
of our Lord, find their explanation in 
the old Levitical statute. “And if a 
woman have an issue, and her issue in 
her flesh be blood, she shall be put apart 
seven days: and whosoever toucheth 
her shall be unclean until the even” 
(Lev. 15:19). In other words, according 
to Mosaic prescription, the woman was 
actually imparting legal defilement to 
Christ. The heinousness of this in the 
eyes of the Jews may be imagined, for 
she was not only a woman, but a legally 
unclean woman. 

Equally revolutionary was ‘Christ's 
action in the face of death. When the 
Lord saw the widowed mother of Nain, 
He had compassion and said unto her, 
“Weep not. And he came and touched 
the bier” (Luke 7:13, 14). That touch 
of death defiled Him in the eves of those 
standing about. But when the dead man 
sat up and began to speak, there was no 
more question of defilement because 
death was no longer present. 

CorRECTION.—In the previous install- 
ment of these Notes, which appeared in 
the November 29, 1952, issue of the 
TIMEs, on page 1012, the comment on 
Matthew 1:17 should read, “. . . (repeated 
seven times, as the promise to Abraham 
was cast in septate [not separate] form, 
Gen, 12:2, 3, and its repetition to Jacob 
in Gen, 28); and the prophecy of the 
Seventy Weeks of Daniel 9:24 also in 
septate [not separate] form.” 


w 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 22 


The Glory of the Commonplace 
(Exod. 30:7; Matt. 25:31-46) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 


ERHAPS this somewhat familiar 

illustration will bear repeating in 
connection with this week’s topic. The 
story is told of a man who was strolling 
by a building project. He paused to ask 
one workman what he was doing, and 
was told, “I’m just mixing cement.” A 
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little farther along the same question 
was asked of another workman, who re- 
plied. “I’m cutting stone.” But the third 
workman, who was placing bricks in a 
hod preparatory to carrying them up a 
ladder, responded, “I’m building a cathe- 
dral.” 

The difference in viewpoint made all 
the difference in the world in these 
varied commonplace tasks. Two of the 
workmen did not lift their eyes or 
thoughts above their work, but the third, 
by visualizing the beauty and the use- 
fulness of the completed objective, en- 
joyed a lift and an inspiration that 
transformed the job of carrying bricks 
into a mission, 

To not many of us is it given to do 
the spectacular, or unusual, or glamor- 
ous things in life. Most of us have to 
face routine, ordinary, workaday jobs 
and duties that may, if we so look upon 
them, seem trifling, or monotonous, or 
dull and uninteresting. Not many of us 
have the opportunity at the moment, if 
we are dissatisfied or discouraged with 
our present occupation, to step into 
something that seems more interesting 
or enjoyable. We may not be able to 
change our jobs, but we can change our 
attitudes, and that can make all the 
difference in the world to us. 

Sie 

One of the first steps in changing our 
attitude toward life is to make certain 
that we have definitely accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and 
that we have committed our whole life 
to Him (Psa. 37:3-7). This gives God 
the opportunity to do with us and in us 
whatever is necessary to bring us into 
that place of service that He has de- 
signed for us. He cannot guide and use 
what has not been turned over to His 
keeping. 

ye 

We need, then, to remember that He 

has a plan for each life. It is different 


(19) 119 








by DO tOMEY commen FeOS 





A Missionary Film Production 
(Affiliate of C. O. Baptista Films 


Write for bookings to: 
* UNITED WORLD MISSION 
Box 8, Riverdale Station Dayton 5, Ohio 
* NEW ENGLAND FELLOWSHIP 
9 Park Street Boston 8, Mass. 
* CLYDE COMPTON 
4967—69th Street San Diego, Calif. 











WHEE-E-E 
MY CHUM 


A magazine for children 
ages 4 to |4. 

Teaches Christian attitudes 
in stories, comics, and activities. 

Order today! 3 months of both My Chum, 
for children, The Christian Parent, for fam- 
ilies, only $1. $2.50 each per year. 








THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Box SS Highland, Illinois 
‘ 



























MAKE THE MOST OF 
WITH ASSU LESSON HELPS... 


© Cleat expositions for each age 
group, strong illustrations, prac- 
tical applications make these 
true-to-the-Bible lesson presenta- 
tions clear to pupils and valuable 


try\\ 


Z S 
Dd OS 
LESSON TIME 


to veteran and fledgling teachers 
alike. 

@ Write today for a set of ASSU 
Quarterlies and Sunday Schodl 
papers for all departments. 







@ Based dn International 
Uniform Lessons 
Address Dept.S 
~ American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

















120 (20) 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure. you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. 8 i, Jr., President 
340 W. 53th Steel New York 19, N.Y. 












Heartbreak 


enough for a million years 
; YOU can't measure heart- 
oT break. But anyone who has 
\y' been to Korea has seen 
more heartbreak — more 
overwhelming grief and tragedy in human lives — 
than belongs in any lifetime. In Korea they have 
had enough heartbreak to last a million years. 


‘ 


That's why Pocket Testament League representatives 
are in Korea today giving out the Word of God and 
telling out the Gospel message. 
They are living with the heartbreak 
of 30 million lives. They know that 
only the Gospel of Jesus Christ can 
heal the broken hearted. 


Your prayerful support of the 
Pocket Testament League campaign 
in Korea will help take the Gospel 
to the Land of Heartbreak. 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
ALFRED A. KUNZ 
Executive Director 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


from the plan prepared for every other 
person, and our greatest joy and blessing 
can come only when we desire that plan 
and seek it and walk in it (Eph, 2:10). 
God knows the type of daily work and 
Christian service we are best fitted for, 
for He has created these bodies and 
minds of ours. He knows the things 
that will bring greatest joy to our hearts 
better than we can know them ourselves, 
and He is willing to show us His way 
and to direct us and enable us to walk 
in it, if we will only let Him (Jas, 1:5; 
Phil, 4:13). 
3 

We need to recognize also that the 
tasks that may seem little, or humdrum, 
or unessential are really necessary and 
important if we are in the place where 
God wants us to be. It has been said 
that nine-tenths of life is drudgery. The 
verses from Exodus 30 in our Scripture 
lesson and the readings for the days of 
the week remind us of the very com- 
monplace things that Bible men and 
women of great importance had to do. 
And we should remember that the Lord 
Jesus Himself, during His earthly min- 
istry, walked many weary miles and 
spent many weary hours teaching the 
multitudes that were often unresponsive 
and sometimes even hostile. Such tasks 
can help to develop in us qualities of 
perseverance, thoughtfulness, and self- 
sacrifice, if we do them faithfully and 
well and as unto the Lord (Col. 3:23), 
and they can fit us for larger oppor- 
tunities when they come, if we are faith- 
ful in the smaller tasks, 


bd 


Young people, especially in recent 
years, have been exposed to the temp- 
tation to despise toil, and sweat. and hard 
work, and jobs that soil one’s hands. 
There has been an element abroad that 
has somehow sold young people the idea 
that there is some magic formula for 
success that removes or by-passes the 
necessity of hard work and application. 
In fact, a well-known professor of psy- 
chology said not long ago that one of 
the indictments to be brought against 
modern education is that it is making 
college graduates of perfectly good ditch- 
diggers and truck drivers. Now, let us not 
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misunderstand. He was not discounting 
the value of education nor was he belittling 
the jobs of ditchdigging and truck driv- 
ing, but his con:act with young men in 
a great university had shown him that 
some of them were not especially equip- 
ped for and would not be particularly 
benefited by so-called higher education, 
and that they would be far happier in 
tasks that do not require college prep- 
aration. But, once having had college 
training, they were unwilling to take 
up the very necessary and essential 
jobs for which they were better suited. 
Obviously it is absurd to glorify drudg- 
ery or hard labor, or monotony for their 
own sakes. But neither should they be 
shunned as unworthy or beneath one’s 
consideration. And we shall find, too, 
that jobs that may seem at first to be 
very superior have considerable drudg- 
ery and monotony connected with them. 


Ge 


Perhaps some of us have seen, in the 
realm of Christian service, the need for 
a more sensible appreciation of lesser 
and more commonplace tasks. Have you 
ever met a young person who is always 
willing to serve, if the job keeps him in 
the limelight and if he receives abun- 
dant applause and praise? But how dif- 
ferent it is sometimes when the job is 
a routine bit of service that demands 
time and energy, but seldom is noticed 
or praised. All of us need to keep our 
eyes fixed upon the Lord Jesus Christ 
and be ready to do whatever we are 
asked to do as unto Him, confident that, 
in due time, the One we are serving 
with singleness of heart will reward us 
for faithful service, and this will mean 
more to us than all the praise of men, 
or the thrill of the unusual or spectacu- 
lar can ever mean, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
v2 


With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 

Man’s Ruin. By Donald Grey Barn- 
house. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Tll., $3.) The subtitle tells us these are 
“expository messages on the whole Bible, 
taking the Epistle to the Romans as the 
point of departure.” The author’s repu- 
tation as a Bible expositor is an inter- 
national one, and these pages reflect not 
only the breadth of learning and depth 
of spirit but that facility of expression 
and ability to illustrate that have com- 
bined to create that reputation. This 
is expository work at the best and im- 
parts not only the original contributions 
of the author’s mind but of the essence of 
scores of commentaries through which it 
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is evident he has made his way. Man’s 
ruin in sin is described 
matic yet logical way that the honest 
intellect must stand convinced; but there 
is at times, too, such tenderness and such 
simple and meaningful urging that the 
seeking soul surely will joyfully fly from 
its ruin to the arms of the Saviour. 


The More Excellent Way. By George 
Allen Turner. (Light and Life Press, 
Winona Lake, Ind., $3.) Originally a 
dissertation for a doctorate, presented to 
the faculty of Harvard University, this 
volume discusses the Scriptural basis of 
the Wesleyan doctrine of perfection. 


Beginning with the Biblical ideas of 
holiness and righteousness, which the 
author finds merged in the teachings of 


Paul, he traces the development of such 
concepts through the writings of rabbis, 
fathers, scholastics, mystics, and re- 
formers. But his main purnose is to de- 
termine whether or not Wesley’s view 
is Scriptvral. His answer is, broadly, 
yes. He helieves that Wesley occupies 
the true middle vround between the Ro- 
manists, with their emphasis on sub- 
jective holiness. and the Reformers, who 
stressed imputed righteousness. How- 
ever, it is evident that Mr. Turner is 
not a blind follower of Wesley. He de- 
tects an “evangelical” rather’ than 
a “historico-literal” use of the Scrip- 
tures. Context is not always followed, 
and there is an admission that “there 
are no examples in Scripture of persons 
that have attained to this” ideal of per- 
fection. In view of these criticisms, it 
is difficult to how Mr. Turner can 
conclude that Wesley’s idea is “Scrip- 
tural in general and Pauline in par- 
ticular.” 

This volume is a sober. analytic presen- 
tation of the work of a man whom the 
author obviously admires. Yet he sets 
himself apart from Wesley, both doc- 
trinally and _ historically. He is cer- 
tainly right when he points cut that 
many modern divergences from Wesley 
are due in large part to modern diver- 
gences from the Bible. Yet the author 
himself apparently coes not agree with 
Wesley that Paul has given us a proper 
interpretation of Genesis 3. 

While the book is the werk of a 
scholar and its interests are more his- 
torical than exegetical, the layman will 
benefit by following through all the stages 
of Christian history the Church’s desire 
for and emphasis on holy living, 


The Bible and the World Today. By 
Wilbur M. Smith, D.D, (Evangelical Fel- 
lowship. Inc., 617 Market St., Scottdale, 
Pa., published for free distribution.) 
Sunpsy Scroot Trmes readers will re- 
call the series of articles by Dr. Smith 
that ran through eleven issues of the 
Times early in 1952 under the general 
theme, “The Bible and the World Today.” 
When the series closed, it was not an- 
ticipated that the articles would be re- 
printed in booklet form. However, the 
Evangelical Fellowship, Inc., has now 


see 


in such a dra-® 
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made them available in a seventy-eight- 
page, paper-bound booklet which is be- 
ing distributed free. The titles of the 
nine chapters, which agree with the titles 
of the articles as published, include such 


as, “The Growing Demand for a World 
Bible,” “Misinterpretations of the Scrip- 


tures in Modern Cults,” “Modern Edu- 
cation’s Omission of the Bible,” “Sowing 
Unbelief in Our Institutions of Learn- 
ing,” “Our Duty Toward the Word of 
God in This Hour,” and the like, 


Six Booklets on 
Courtship and Marriage 


Menncnite Publishing House, 610-16 
Walnut Avenue, Scottdale, Pa. 


LEAR Thinking About Courtship. 

By John C. Wenger. (21 pages, 30 
cents.) At the outset Mr. Wenger shows 
how important it is that both parties 
in a marriage should .be born-again, 
growing Christians, and desire to do 
God’s will: and urges daily Bible read- 
ing. He sets forth practical and high 
ideals for marriage, with a sane outlook 
on financial matters, and planning the 
new home. He warns against tempta- 
tion during the engagement, referring 
to several Scripture passages, and urges 
the young couple “to keep the physical 
in its proper sphere of subordination to 
the mind and spirit.” 


So You’re Going To Be Married. By 
H. Clair Amstutz, M.D. (82 pages, 50 
cents.) Here is a sane and wholesome 
discussion of preparation for marriage, 
and the duties and privileges of parents, 
by a Christian doctor. His little book 
is dedicated to his wife and their six 
children, and he writes with sympathy, 
understanding, a wholesome outlook, 
and touches of humor. His writing is 
on a high plane, specific enough to be 
clearly understood without being ob- 
jectionable: and exalting true Christian 
love as the basis and bond of marriage. 


Living Happily Married. By John 
R. Mumaw. (30 pages, 35 cents.) This 
also is a frank and friendly discussion 
of some of the physical, material, and 
spiritual aspects of marriage. The writer 
stresses the need- for courtesy, forbear- 
ance, and private and family devotions. 
“Your deepest joys,” says the writer, 
“will come through the conviction that 
you are both living in the will of God 
and that you are jointly committed to 
His future care.” 


Becoming Parents. By H. Clair Am- 
stutz, M.D. pages, 50 cents.) » Here 
is much good advice on preparing for 
parenthood and training children by the 
doctor who wrote the booklet mentioned 
above. He believes that normal Chris- 
tian families should have several chil- 
dren, that they can be taught patiently 
and kindly to obey, that love should 
rule in the home. Most of the seven 
chapters are linked with Bible verses; 
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Truly a classic on holy liv- 
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the spiritual life. 





For 40 years the author, a 
minister of the Church of 
England, was a leading 
speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick 
Convention. 

This book has been regarded as the 


Convention’s textbook, says Mr. 
Fred Mitchell, its present chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
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but the chapter on “The Religious Sig- 
enificance of the Home” does not come 
out clearly on the place of the Bible 
or explain the Gospel. 


When You Date. By Esther Eby Glass. 
(32 pages, 35 cents.) Teen-age fellows 
and girls will get much help from this 
sane, sympathetic discussion of some of 
their problems, It is not definitely linked 
to the Bible, but based rather on right 
principles of courtesy, decency, propri- 
ety, and righteousness, 


Christian Family Living. Compiled by 
Alta Mae Erb. (32 pages, free.) This is 
simply a classified book list, with com- 
ments of a line or two, on books on 
“The Happy Home,” “Discipline in the 
Home,” “Nurturing Children for the 
Lord,” “Sex Education,” “Preparation 
for Marriage,” “Married Life,” and other 
similar subjects. It is mentioned here 
as the sixth in the group issued by the 
Mennonite Publishing House. But the 
Editors of the Trmes cannot vouch for 
the Scriptural soundness of all of the 
books listed, since they are not ac- 
quainted with them, 
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The Beautiful New Location 
of Shelton College 


FTER more than sixty-five years in 

Brooklyn and Manhattan, Shelton 
College is moving, at the end of this 
school year, to a beautiful estate con- 
taining 1,178 acres of forest, lakes, and 
meadows, as well as botanical gardens 
and lawns, in Ringwood Borough, Ber- 
gen and Passaic Counties, in northern 
New Jersey. It includes a 40-room man- 
sion and numerous other buildings. 

Shelton College is the continuation of 
the National Bible Institute, which grew 
out of the Union Missionary Training In- 
stitute of Brooklyn, founded in 1885. 
The College is authorized by the Board 
of Regents of the University of the State 
of New York to grant Bachelor's degrees 
in Sacred Theology, Theology, Divinity, 
Religious Education, and the degree of 
Master of Religious Education. In 1950 
the Regents authorized the granting of 
the Bachelor of Arts degree and regis- 
tered the Bachelor of Arts curriculum. 
It is believed that the Shelton College 
Evening School can be continued in New 
York, with the co-operation of Christian 
agencies in the city. 

On its beautiful new campus in com- 
modious buildings, Shelton College will 
now be free of all debt, with a little 
(not too much) working capital with 
which to launch a much stronger Chris- 
tian educational program for the glory 
of the Lord. The library collection will 
have to be enlarged and provision made 
for laboratory courses. A combination 
gymnasium and auditorium is an imme- 
diate need. 

The present location of Shelton Col- 
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Extending the Ministry of 
The Sunday School Times 


ge accept my very 
ful thanks,” writes 


many grate- 
a Christian 


worker in India, “for THE SuNpbay 
ScnHoot Trmes which. you are good 


enough to mail to me at my request. I 
look to you with confidence that you will 
continue to help me by mailing the same 
for my Christian growth and service to 


the Lord. 
“The blessings that I derive from its 
pages are innumerable. My humble 


prayers are there for the staff in our 
family worship. You are aware that 
this great help will never go in vain. 

“I am a humble servant of the Lord, 
laboring a bit for the extension of His 
Kingdom. Please remember our work 
in your prayers for a rich harvest of 
souls.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Through a Gift Subscription Fund, 
which the Trmes maintains, over one 
hundred subscriptions are sent free to 
missionaries and other Christian work- 
ers in about fifty different countries, Be- 
sides these, many others are sent by the 
families and friends of missionaries. 
Readers. who would like to have a share 
in thus extending the ministry of the 
TIMES may send gifts, designated for the 
Gift Subscription Fund, to The Sunday 
Schoo] Times Company, 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, 


wy 
The Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 106) 


Christian Fellowship cruise, Vancouver 
and Victoria are again visited for a more 
extended time. Sightseeing tours have 
been scheduled in both cities, with over- 
night accommodations at the fine Van- 
couver Hotel and Empress Hotel. Port- 
land, Oreg., will be visited on Sunday, 
August 16, with the day free; and the 
party will stay at the Multnomah Hotel. 

Leaving Portland on the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad, the travelers spend all 
day going through the Cascade Moun- 
tains in Oregon and seeing Shasta Dam; 
they pass into northern California 
through the Sacramento Valley, then 
into Oakland, and arrive at San Fran- 
cisco for overnight and a day of sight- 
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. a let Jerusalem come 
into your mind.” Jer.51:50 
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RABBI DANIEL ZION — converted Jewish scholar and reli- 
gious leader — formerly Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria — one of the 
most talked about and most respected men ? Israel today. 


“God's wan for this hour w ls2el 


Rabbi Zion is now helping in the Gospel ministry 
<*sof the International Board of Jewish Missions to the hungry 
> souls of Israel. 

SAS Rabbi Zion is being mightily used of God in the 
SSX. salvation of Jewish souls. Pray for this phase of our world- 
wide ministry to Jews. Give it your Wwholehearted support. 

Send for our free newsletter about Rabbi Zion and 
his work. Write dept. s 








International Board of Jewish Missions, Inc. 


JACOB G&RTENHAUS, D.D., Litt.D., Pres., 
P.0. Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Georgia 
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W hen I trusted 
Christ as my Saviour- 
Messiah, my family dis- 
owned me.” This is the tes- 
timony of many newly-saved 
Jewish Christians. 












Many of these converted Jews, many 
Jewish displaced persons, orphaned 
Jewish children, widows and others of 
God’s chosen people in Israel, Germany, 
France, Belgium, Poland, England and 
the United States are in desperate need 
of material help. More important even 
than their physical need, is their need 
for spiritual strengthening and 
encouragement in their distress. 
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their hearts to the Gospel. 
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seeing in that western metropolis. The 
party will have the privilege of seeing 
the big trees in northern California for 
about a day and a half, A day and a half 
will be spent in Los Angeles, with ac- 
commodations at the Biltmore Hotel; 
and of course a sightseeing tour of the 
city is included in the itinerary. 

There will be a full day at the Grand 
Canyon, another of America’s scenic 
wonders. The Christian Fellowship Tour 
concludes at Chicago Tuesday afternoon, 
August 25. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, who accom- 
panied the Christian Fellowship Tours of 
1950 and 1952, will be with the 1953 
group throughout the entire journey. 
Descriptive folders, giving time of ar- 
rival and departure, and costs (including 
all tips), will be ready soon. All who 
are interested may write to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, and 
a folder will be sent as soon as it is 
available, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 16 to 22 


Mon.—Matthew 22:1-14. 
The Foolish Wedding Guest. 
PraYeER SucGcestTions: “The king came 
in to see the guests, he saw there a man 
which had not on a wedding garment.” The 
guest who ignored royal regulations was 
more than foolish, He was presumptu- 
ous. He paid for his daring effrontery. 
He was bound hand and foot as a sus- 
picious, dangerous person. So shall it 
be with all who presumptuously iden- 
tify themselves with the friends of 
Christ while purposefully refusing to 
conform to God's holy will. Pray for 
all evangelical Sunday schools, 


Tues.—Proverbs 2:1-9. 

The Search for Wisdom. 
PRAYER SucGGcEsTIoNns: “The Lord giveth 
wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowl- 
edge and understanding.” Secular wis- 
dom is not enough for any man to live 
by and do as he ought. Unless a man 
receives teachings from God through His 
Holy Word, he never will know what he 
ought to know about himself and God 
and things which matter most here and 
hereafter. Without divine revelation he 
can never know the way to righteous- 
ness, joy, and peace, and Heaven, Pray 

for evangelism in Italy, 

Wed.—Proverbs 3:11-20. 
In Praise of Wisdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Happy is every 


one that retaineth her.” The precious- 
ness of wisdom is far beyond that of any 


other precious possession. “Happy is 
the man that findeth wisdom, and the 
man that getteth understanding, ... 
She is more precious than , , , all the 
things thou canst desire” (vs, 13, 15). 
Only thdse who reverence God enough 
to let Him instruct them from the Scrip- 
tures can have and show wisdom. Pray 
for all evangelical young people’s sOci- 
eties. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 1:7-12. 
Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom. 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “Now, O Lord 
God, give me now wisdom and 
knowledge.” Back of this prayer was 
more than Solomon’s appreciation of 
royal responsibility and duty. He knew 
well his father’s great qualities of life 
and leadership, and felt his own need of 
an “understanding heart,” and what he 
ought to be and do as a servant of God 
and the people. All have need to pray 
for the gift of divine wisdom that they 
may serve God and others as they ought, 
Pray for wisdom. Ask now of God who 
giveth liberally and upbraideth not. 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 13:8-13. 
Knowledge Versus Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The greatest of 
these is love” (R.V.).. Love moves faith 
to action and gives hope its vigor, With- 
out love all other graces lose their value, 
Mountain-moving faith, understanding 
mysteries and knowledge, and liberality 
are valueless without love. Love makes 
God precious to the soul. “God is love.” 
Pray that you may have more and more 
of the love of God, 
Sat.—Romans 11:25-36. 
The Wisdom of God. 


“O the depth of 
the wisdom and 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
the riches both of 
knowledge of God.” Every institution 
of learning exists because of its chal- 
lenge to explore the knowledge and wis- 
dom of God. Millions of instructors in 
natural science and other branches of 
knowledge unwittingly or otherwise help 
to unveil new features, of the wisdom 
of God displayed in the heavens above 
and the earth beneath. But interest in 
creation is more keen than in the Cre- 
ator. Pray for a great work of the 
Spirit of God in institutions of learning. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 2:14 to 3:6. 
Our Sufficiency Is of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Not that we 


are sufficient of ourselves to think x<o2 
any thing as of ourselves; but our eco 
sufficiency is of God.” There areno +3®o© 
cas ae ; eto 
original thinkers. Suggestions are = « 
necessary to start us thinking. The ow 
knowledge from God—the fount of Dus 
all wisdom and knowledge—is every 2: 
man’s prime and paramount need. But % WZ 
since the Fall, man has been a poor i po 
learner. Only those who know God “gp ‘. 
their maker and their chief instructor ~2®& 

. . — @&r 
will be wise here and well off here- Gap a 2 
after. Pray for the Emperor of i= eaw 
Ethiopia, en 


higif: 





